


Every year has its special film.

Last year it was Storm Boy;,
this year 1its the...

South Australian Film Corporation’s

A stirring adventure of a
son and father who
became a team.
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er the three years that Humdrum has been a regular
part of Countdown | have talked about the business and
e personalities in it, hopefully without fear or favour.
e simple reason s that | love this business and the
sic that goes with it whether it be from the Beatles,
# Aolling Stones, John Denver, Wahkoo, the Bay City
oflers, John Paul Young, Leif Garrett, Andy Gibb,
Bupernaut, AC/DC, LRB and so on
A5 a result ['ve had the luck and honour to meet most of
the top musical performers of the day many of whom
ave become very close friends

Their support has played a major part in the success of
shaw

But although the music covered on Countdown comes
om the wides! possible spectrum its aim as a pop show
8 to refiect the feeling and image of the moment

50 In years to come when I'm in a rest home rocking

around in 8 wheelchair | sincerely hope Countdown is still

ion the air in this country reflecting the feeling and

W\

mussical taste of the time to the point that | may not even
understand what is going on, because change s what
music and Countdown are all about

| trust and hope that is the message Countdown has
conveyed over the last four years

This, tha first C | book, is not asa
detailed history of the show, but rather as a mirror,
reflacting mainly in photographs some of the events and
personalities that have been a part of the world music
scene and Countdown since the show first went to air in
November, 1974

My thanks for your support

and keep rocking
0\




ABCTV

THE
COUNTDOWN
BOOK

Published by Lavardin Pty Ltd
in conjunction with the
Australian Broadcasting Commission

Printed by Brownhall Printing, Mulgrave,
Victoria, Australia

Designed by John van Loon

Concept by Strawberry Productions

Special thanks to lan ‘Molly’ Mealdrum,
Michael Shrimpton. Rob Weekes

Kaith Synnoit and the Countdown staff for
thesir assistance mn the preparation of this book

Countdown phatographs
Fichard Durham, Earle Mant. David Parker,
Bruge Anderson, Drew

Additional photographs suppbed by EMI,
Astor, GBS, Festival, WEA, Phonogram, RCA
ATV-0, TV Times






Although not as strong in fe
singles - wedl crafied in the
Tha band first appeared
the Mo 1 spot for savaral weaks in

predeces

werg the gu
ith Living Nest Door fo Alice












the genee that Raf
ragponsible

uck in the

Whiddle With ¥
a8 & membar of Stealers
Whee!













1 Ferry




B Beaties broke up few people would have predwted the

Barcisl succass Iovible drummer Fingo has schisved

I8 MeCartney Ringo is without doubit the most successhul

e Siataen and [t

iGame Easy are among the singlas that have reached the
for Ringo i the last axght years

a Cocker has managed to maintain an uta
aghout a lengthy and erratic carser
Although s ‘Boen some tima since he made the charls
Cocker 18 siill respected as ona of the best mterpretve vocalists
af the 70s










With tes second album Excitable Boy produced by longtime friend Jackson Browne, Zevon has found
commercial success largely due to perhaps the strangest single of the year, Worswohes of
London Mot that Zevon is a newcomer 1o the business. having provided a song for the

Mdnight Cowboy soundirack, been musical drector for the Everly Brothers and written hit singies for
among others, Linda Ronstadt







Dwufindety ore ol the sucoess stones of 1978 the Babys are an Anglo. Amencan band wh gamed mass madia attention in
U5 when their first album was released last year Their second afbum Broken Heart privided the material that brought
therm (o the attenbon of Auttralan fans this yoar

Aithough this band has faded to futhl he predctions of cries #a the next great English rock group they are still one:ol
finest bands 0 emerge in recent years Primarily a success i 1arms of albom sakes thair ona big single was last year's
The Boys ar Back in Town




(oio Chisal
Rasponsble for one of the best debut
albums by any Australan group Cokd
Chignl are probably his country's
brightest hope for long term internatanal
success. The single Khe Sanh did well
on the charts and could be one of

he Australion singles of ‘7H 1o stand the
tet of tene










O of the few Australian Groups 1o have survivad

MGHCHIOX ione eary i 1878 with ek hit singls Wisngerati. ivafine
mapntima, most recently I Awgust this year with -
Onginally mandfacssred to cash m on the rock and

name 1o catch the deco wave and although nat one
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nne El IMan
Yvonng fiest came 1o
prominence in tha sarly 70s
as Mary Magdalene in Jenis
Christ. Supe
1974 she |
Clapion Band and
featured on all Claptor's
slbums mnce his cometack
v @] Ooean Boukevard
while tourng the warkd with
fwe band Alfough she has
ralgased B number of selo
alburng for RSO & wasn't
she it the charts

worldwide

20106

Tha fuson of @iz with rock has
paid off for George Barsan

v

Benson's Australian
wan one of the most s,
o the year













Todd Rundgien

Aundgren & one of the maost versatile artests of the
last 10 years Known for his fierce determmation
nat to compromse he has released & number

of gritically sucoesshul albuma ovar Mynm!nnum
only the [asest has pchieved commercial
mwmmmcanmmsﬁw
Rundgren & alse renowned for his production shills
having produced sevaral major albums in recan
ymars thae latest baing Meatioals Bat Out of

Haif

Jefferson Stawship

The legendary group fram the flower power days of the
currant success s largely due to the return of Marty

60 when they were known as the Jefferson Airplane thair
and the ballads that he contributes to the |atest album.




Hall&Octes

It took eght years and rumercus albums to establish
Hall and Oatas in the posdion they engy today as
one of the best combinations in rock and roll
Anthough they'd receied limied airplay in Australia with
songs such as She's Gone and Sarah See @ wes
Rich Girl that finally broke them anto the chans

i this Gountry

Fagles

Porhaps the manl successful wast coast country rock
group of afl lime the Eagles following seers 1o
@row annually. Siow starlers, it took four albums

and @ tow of Australis lo establish the band in ths
country but since then it's been all downhill Parhaps
the only dsappomtment among their fans is the
dtongth of time between afbums as @ i@ now over 12
manthis sance thoir last. Hote Cablomin was
roleasod. Since the phate was taken Randy
Meianer has lelt the group o be replaced by Pocos Tim
Schmidt
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Anciher in the long ke of disco bands 10 achieve success n 1978 | Cant Stand the Aain anjeyed & lengthy stay on the
Countdown charts.

V|| PeOole The band which scored a major hit in this country with Machs Man is made up of soma of New York's finest
bge I singers and dancers inchuding Victor Wills who starred in tha Brosdway produuction of The Wia
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One of the most dyneec fve perlo
sountry St Jobn first made the Australian —ha ]
mn 1968 with Big Time Operator He had 1o

wait nearly 10 yea his. second major succass.
last yee e 5t turned to Australia 18 monthe ago and sife
dohn- gained has resasad an album of onginal materal and
same of the best kritwn | o A parformed axtensively & e cowntry

1 Am Woman













lan By’

“Alihough he hestt scleved afy measre of
Jommercial succasd in this country Duty. enjeys
conmiterable rotoraty for hia, 10 say the leaar,
ot 15 garth approach to music. Ho has a certain
styla and Famope that plsges him in the top rank
af_ ‘punk’ “rockrs

Tom Fokinson Bond

Widlely publicined as ponasrs of the gay movement
i rock Tom Aobinson has been resgonsible far
some of the best music to come fram a new

bond thin yoar |0 ore of the best intarviess
norepned by Countdown during ey
Foturson sard that homosesupls . wers 100

olten treatad #s owlcasts. His musc can anly belp
rztdy that siuation















Lou Resd

Although relatrvely queet for most aof the year Lou
Reed = still regarded tha father of punk rock. a
postion he attaned by being ane of the few
artisls 10 successhully articulate a view of the T0s
which audiences thraughout the Wast found
sympathetic with their own

Fatti Smith

Like Reed Pati 5m.m also lays out 3 highly
personalised view of the world which mass
audiences find acceptabée. Althcagh bar briaf
career has been somewhat arrate she enjoyed chart
success this year with the hit single Becauss the
Night co-writtan with Bruce Springsteen
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Baathoven

Crigmnally From Tasmana Be:
forst single. Shy Gl mid yea
make a big mpact it
strong FoSowing

ganed the grou




Halon built the: ation working the b
of people ke N Kiss Gene Simmons
As a result the thed album was
rin nsiderable atterhon










Springsteen

What can be said about Dylan axcept that whde still providing some of the best music o the world his.
Australion concerts were & heghlight of 1978

Ohten compared with Dyian particularly in b early days, Sprngstesn firat hd the chans @ 1875 with
Bar to Aun Legal problems prevented him from following up that recoed for nearly three years

0 It s a measure of his briance that Darkness at the Edge of Towr made album charts

around the world on release. in fact the only compansan that can be made batwesn Sprngstesn and
Drlan is thet esch s & distinclive nd ungue talent in his own nght













In fhe past fwo years Marley has become the
loremast exponant of reggae with a seriss of
successhul albums ncludng Restaman

Wibration Exodus and the latest and mast
succasaful. Kayey With each succeeding album
Marlay has become more accessibla 3 factor
that accounts for hig mcreasing popularity
Australin

Joan Armatraoing

In the lest couple of years Joan has established a
reputabion as ana of the finast singer-sangwritars

to come cut of England. Although not yet a

big seller = commercial terms she has gained o
strong following arcund the workt es her seid out
Australian tou earlier in the year proved




g debut on last
sioaned late thay

as made somethi A in Ausiralia bel
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A a A raguar perlormer o0 Counldown
v Burmas whila hig hit Deaien and Lace
QL DUREss climbect tha charts nal much has

& reguiar performer and host in fhe been hoard from Rbore this year
early days of Countdown. Burgess
enjoyerd several hits before

playirg down his role as o singer to
& on hosting the populsr
TV show Target Fallowing the
demese of that series he re-entered the
» secord his latest album

n St Festers

e has recorded & nue
wirglen His laleat ebart, Deep inside ol
Me which he wroie and produced
became & favourite with

Countdown audiences in tha lattar half
of the year
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intarview with Lan Meldrum was the only interview given during Prince Charles’ 1977 visit to Australia. The Countaown Sifver Jubifee album,

mMHM.deWﬂmJﬂmmmm. 1977 to launch the Siver Jubilss slhum. His
featuring the cream of Australion ialen! has so far raised $160.000 for the Silver Jubilee Appeal
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