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PAUL YOUNG: Birthday — 17th January. “1984 is. ..
¥ CAPRICORN December 22
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January 20

| HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HAPPY NEW YEAR. CAPHICORNS! Jamary will be an important
month 10 get your act togesher for the year to come. A celebratory New Year will
quickly dissolve into your serious, workman-like intentions. Enjoy the month,
spread yourself around and begin new enterprises afer the 1 1th. Look at your
financial sination and tihe o few calculaed risks. 1986 heralds many changes
— it's an fmporsint and powerfid year! Life is definiely looking up!

AQUARIUS fanuary 21 - February 19

Aquarians, afier the New Year excitement. sit down and work out your carver
possibilities or plans for this year, Ambition is one of your strongest usges at the
moment and Jamary provides you with an opporunity to get moving, [se that
well known charm and mental agility to permmde others 1o see your viewpoints.
Sometime during fanuary (most likely afier the 11th), you'll feed like retreating
into plexsant solitude for 2 while.

PISCES February 20 - March 20

famary will be a wonderful month for you, Pisceans. t's a ime when all your
friendships are highlighted and you will feel lowd and in demand. bt's abo
possible you'l discover a group of people who talk your langmge. You may even
R do some travelling this month, if %0, ok forwand w plenty of acrion and
excitement A friend may prompt you in an imporant decitlon you mest make
reganding the fumare.

Y ARIES March 21 - April 20

Arierss, you'll put a lot of effort in%o your personal goals and plans, hoping foe
recognition and success this month. However, waich oot for your inkengions
getting misndertood by athers on or arund the Bth. Afier the 1 1th, progres
becomes quicker — you're more positive. Break up the hand work with plenty of
snctaligng — best days are afier the 20th A person may enter your [ife who has
a very strong effect on you

TAURUS April 21 - May 21

Taureans, see if you can escape this month; take a holiday — as far away from
home as you can affond! There's 3 chance of 3 celebration happening for you, or
i ination of some mec ok vou've been doing. Don't get 100 disheanened
H others can’t maich you in your — your present strength and
Independence dated, and there may even be
those who seek

GEMINI May 22 - fune 21

Geminis, the beginming of 198 sees you atempting 0 produce your usaal light
hearted playfulnes. However, you really do feel very seriows and inserse at present
— some days even ghum! Rather than making this 3 problem, why L
chance w0 pay moee attention to your health, routines and gene:
yourself. You will most likely get a great deal accomplished this month as your
powers of concentration will be bener than sl

r|r1"|'|llx your '»(-s.llcll

an imporont and powerlul year.™

PETER PEDRO'GILL F
TIMMY PAGE

Jan 10
Jan 13
Jan 14

CANCER fune 22 - fuly 22

(Cancerians, people vou care about will ke priority this month. All your relation
ships will take on scemingly greater significance and you feel more than
to sacrifice personal desires if the need arises. On the Sth, a close friend ¢
Inspire you in some way, of 2 new person may tum up who holds 3 sery
attraction. In some way there will be an air of enchantment attached w this
penon

LEO July 23 - August 23

This month, Leos, your health and vtality may sl be on your mind. You are
looking for some ways to improve o punfy your diet and fix any recent trochles
Happily, your health will, in fact, be much better and yoo should achiew these
aims. Exercise as much as you can, 100, as you'll have a bot of surplus enemgy
bum off. Avold domestic hassdes by berting off sieam before getting home

VIRGO August 24 - September 23

Virgos, the end of the Christmas season finds you still in festive spinis. Go on
camy on New Year panbes 2 while longer! You're Blely 1o be very vocal
dramatic this manth: singing, dancing or just arguing a lot Jamary s a gre
time 1o assert yourself, 10 ask someone out whom you've been drooling over
ages! The new moon on the 11th coud bring a new. exciting romance

LIBRA Seplember 24 - Ociober 23
Home or family maters may occupy voor attenion this monh, Librans. A
of personal security may arise that needs to be nesobved. A feeling of

confision may be bothering you a1 present, and no mater how much
s0r it o, |t seems 1o persist. Chances are, you can'l cvercorie
10 possessions or safe ground — it's high time you mowed on

SCORPIO Ociober 22 - November 22
Watch out this month for the Scomplos!®! Jamary sees a ¢
emenging from within and you feel dynamic and bursi
caneful not 1o employ ‘overkill’ tactics on those amu
thetr say! Many new and exciting ideas will come 1 ¥
1o put them into action, especially after the 11th. W
COMe 10 You

SAGITTARIUS November 23 f)mu
Sagiuarians, it would probably be wise
Something you hold dﬂ' fmay
leave you with 2 sense of perso
this matier, so it may not be a5 b
10 pecower your self esteem, and

aber 21
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Feeling lonely is one of the millions of
perfectly normal human emotions (even if
it's not one of the fun ones). The thing is,
to feel lonely ALL THE TIME is not so normal,
and you might be needing some advice to
help shake it off.

Coastanily lsaely peaple share some persesal charactensics.
They ssually put temseives down, have low sefl-tsteem. feel they
e misundersiood, foel that their pareats doe'l lave Sem easegd
or don’l spesd entegh time with them. They are harder ln et by
laew 2ad e vol pood 3t commumicoling Buwr inner fesings wifh
peogie

Yoo don't have 15 be alone 1o fee bouely. b fact, foekg
aiesaied i 2 room full of people can be much ‘loneier’ s
passing time by yoarsel. Lasefiness has soding 1 do with e
amouel of friends you have, 's De ity of Bt Hieadship
which causts
MNew Mid in Town?

If you've moved, or become bored wlh the activities avadable
is your immediate neighbourhood thes maybe you shoc fnd ot
more abost whal there is 1o do. Lok wp some Tooth Cestres i

Coustry ks kave 2 fairly special isolation prok_m, especially
if you're ioo young to drive 2 car aad get about by yarsell ¥

|-|ma-'lmtnumnhqn L]
st learm bow o speak in public and bow 1o ‘pretend” [which is
very wsell in trying o look comfpriable whes you're dying of

fis af some stage. N passes Mo oider fnend, o 3 Bamily reative
[especially pasdpareats] cas really save e fay by reasswing
you that pveryting is ainght
Inner fears

Ml ol s have fears about purveives fhat oftes sisg o5 fem
expressing oursehves fully: for example, Ssking we 2w fat. gy,
Stupid, Ine inteligeat, oo wewd or tae dull

The best way ls deal with B is 1o by 2ed change purseives
Mot in 2 big way at first, but in smal, easily acommplished ays

For ezamgle, if you think you are fal. 5ol yoursed 3 goal bo
lese 2 small amoust of weight (2 couple of ks w s e s 0
derabics class with yoor mother [y io thare activities) o maybe
for 2 walk with 2 friend. Whes you've dose Bis. sl pewrsed!
nother simple, short-lorm peal. e oo time, you'l be feskag Better

yoursell

Sometimes e secrls we hold aboot swseles an mon
seriows. Perkags you feel (or fear) you are Bemesermil or that
your thooghts are mad or vislest. Thers is 2 whole mage of
emotions taf preses! Memseives for the fis! Gme duving

aod ey can inhibet o3 from relatiog & our peers

s best in this instasce o find ae adult you trust o share
these feelings with. A family friend, school comseller or lacal
yoeth worker will wsslly provide 2 helplel and shies reassaring

|

Family breakup

Divarce affects mone than 50 of hestralia's yoolh Kogwing
you are in fhe majecily, bowever, doesa’) ssmally help o releve
e pain of being lorn Between twy pavests [especialy af Christmas
and New Year)

Talking about you feslings with yoar parents (s prokably the
hardest thing by do [even thoogh o would aisy be Be besi] Tour
pareats conld wel be coght op i Bew g fment bat
They do care aboul you, and ey do waet 1y hagw what you'ne
feeing.

¥ you caa’l ok aboot # wih asy member of your amily
look wp the Family Crigis Contre in your phome ook They're gt
of Touth and Commenily Services sod Bew boes ace open well
s the might.

Migrant families

Beisg gart of 2 mignst famiy can provide same maique
[rabless., especially f pu a2 firs? prserates kevvaiian ged atiesd
a8 Jegle-saren domemgted whosl

Migrant pareats can often have bgh expectitions of theds
sans and sirict rodes for v daghters This can be exasperaling
when you are box betwees bwen ways of e and in fact many kids
lead two patiely differest fves s del with it

¥ you're lesing B kattie and your parestssincl reles mean
you'e spending 2 et of Sme by yowrsed, try and fnd 2 conpramise
that 3t feast pets you oot of Be howse and inta some compasy.

Charch proes can b very good for this. Even il you're mot
particalarly devant, 2 least you'l be ool of the bouse meeting
hew peogle and ofies Dy orpasice some wasml, fe grow
Ny

Specul ethuc proeps oftes have mght aad weekend classes
o feach aspects of @er cultere. Tou could leam mare abou! yoor
pareals rasitons (hey'd bave tn be defighted). Bance classes an
particatacly good 25 you're bousd is meel young people with exactly
e s problems 25 you. “Problems shared are problems kaived”

Ooe of the kardest tings is nol piving in o peer pressare
Maistaming yoor individuality at this Gme can be very Sfficalt It

By Sheridan Jobhins
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WANT TO BE A ROCK CLIP MAKER?

WANT TO MAKE A VIDEO CLIP FOR
| MENTAL AS ANYTHING?

WANT TO SEE YOUR CLIP ON THE
COUNTDOWN TV SHOW?

YOU CAN?Y

Find out how in the February issue of
Countdown Magazine

The Countdown Magazme/ Gold_ Crest Muesh Bar

Details in NEXT MONTHS issue of Countdown Magazine



PEEK-A-BOO
GUESS WHO

ast month our mystery Rock Shot
was of John Taylor
This month we've got another
mystery Rock Star to identify and
another Kodak Rock Shots gift package
valued at over $160.00 to giveaway.

The winner will receive a Ké Kodak
Camera — it's neat, compact and 35mm
with built-in autoflash, fill-in flash for
backlit subjects, auto-wind on, auto
exposure, and fixed focus. Plus our winner
will also receive 5 rolls of Kodak Film and
a Poster Print — a specially produced
photographic enlargement of our monthly
Mystery Rock Star.

And each month FOUR runners-up will
also receive a Giant Poster Print.

All you have to do is identify who this
month's Mystery Rock Star is and then in
25 words or less tell us why you'd like to
win a Kodak Rock Shots gift package. Fill
in the coupon on this page and send it to
Kodak Rock Shots, PO Box 2000, Lane
Cove, NSW, 2066. Entries close 30th
January, 1986 so hurry!

. Kodak Ké6 Camera,
5 rolls of Kodak
Film and 5 Poster

: KODAK ROCK SHOTS COMPETITION
: NAME 3
: ADDRESS POSTCODE ......cooovccrerrens -
: STATE
: The Mystery Rock Star is :
: I'd like to win a Kodak Rock Shots package because...................
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This is your LAST chance to tell us what you
really think. Have your say and leave your
mark on the Countdown Awards '85.

VOTE NOW! Voting closes Friday

21st, February 1986. Send this voting coupon to:
Price Waterhouse, Chartered Accountants
Locked Bag 20, Chatswood P.O., N.S.W., 2067.

GI]UNTI]U‘IéLN

Mt Bputar Austreliin Mole Feformes:

Nt Fpaler fhutrisdiin G

R e e RPN . To be fair Price
~ - Waterhouse can

Most Tapidlay ntimatimad Aot (Mot Aertadiin) — . only count one

g vote from each







VHS

VIDEOMANIA

BRITISH ROCK — THE
R L

ILR.U.H.A BRANIGAN

CHRIS de BURGH

RICK SPRINGFIELD — M
I_HE BEAT OF THE LIVE []RUM el

ROCK BOOKS GALORE
ANSWER: SEAN PENN «

oot

STEWART COPELAND —
THE RHYTHMATIST

INlolilLhi|Lialdinlolo

c fo, VIC

MONUMENTAL COMPETITION
ANSWER: THE NIPS ARE GETTING BIGGER




ROCK "N ROLL
MANAGERS

A showbiz blue-blood, a student in

criminal justice, a friend of the band, a

one-time pop star, a footballer . . . can

By 12 years of age, CHRIS ML
W

anyone manage a rock ‘n’ roll band in the
80's? We look at the colourful apprentice-
ships served by some of our top rock

198"‘ and was asked
I never wanted 1o be
said. "I was happy on f
breeding horses, working
agent. The world never appea
looked like a dirty screwed-up pla

But the band members did a
INXS became the cornerst
Management which als
Models. while MMA Musi
publishing interests of artists
Tribe, Beargarden, Dropb
Morris and Jonathon Colema

WHAT DOES A MAI\IAGER Do?

“Everything!” barks Chris. ¥

you're involved in every financial
tion, contract negotiatio
agreements, recording v
production, marketing int i
tax could be a whole job on s ow
wanted it to be.’

MAKING IT WORTHWHILE:
lucky enough to manage two
whose members | really do like
travelled around the world, met a lot
people. Sure, there's access to free recc
movie premieres =

FUN QUOTA: "Fun is Wednes
morning when the Kent Report come
that’s a highlight of my week. You ¢
actually see me jump on desks. Fu
flying to Perth to see Models play,
nervous for them. They sold ot
seats when a few months age
couldn’t sell 800,

HAZARDS: "Other people’s p
hate all that "What have you been o
chat. I'd rather be home watching T

DEADLY DEDICATION: ~
once said to me, ‘Would you kill f
If you don't feel that strongly ab:
should stay home and let the ba o
Chris Murphy, putting INXS on the international map, and taking Models to new chart heights someone else,”

bands’ managers.
ek

|
|
|

| (}i:: Paul Clarke)
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KATHIE GRADY could have been the
governor of Cell Block H! Her background
was in criminal justice and before finding
a niche in the music business via a
temporary job, she was licensing foster
homes for teenage felons in the US

She fell in love with Sydney during a
10-day holiday five years ago and stayed
on, to learn the ins and outs of administra-
tion at CBS and Virgin, before deciding to
manage the fledgling rockers Full Marks

She has spent the past few months in
Los Angeles with the band's singer
songwriter David Adams, who is brushing
up on songwriting skills.

WHAT'S REWARDING? "'Nothing!™
she sighs. “If I'd known it was this much
hard work, | probably wouldn't have tackled
itl There's certainly no money involved;
the satisfaction is in trying to do the best
you can. Sometimes you get down, but
you have 1o realize that's all part of it."”

MOST EXCITING MOMENT: "We

were playing in Queensiand and staying
with relatives of the band out of town. We
were driving home in the middle of the
night when Break Down The Walls came
on the radio and we realized what we
were out there for.”
PERCENTAGES: "I'm paid as a sixth
member of the band. If | had taken 20
percent from day one, we probably
wouldn’t still be here.’

PERKS: "l go to the Manzil Room
Irce""

WHAT WILL YOU BUY WHEN THE
BAND'S FAMOUS? At the moment, I'd
probably put a new clutch plate in my car.”
M A NAGER

1 8- =23 Sl tr

Being a “friend of the band’ led STUART
COUPE 1o his first job as band manager;
the group was Hoodoo Gurus. "l got into it
as a joke. They'd pay me $10 a week 1o
use my phone number. But as they
became less of a giggle and more popular
it became an obsession with me. | loved
the style of music they played and wanted
them on Top 40 charts.”

Despite a career in rock journalism
and the fact he co-owns a record label, he
found the experience “"phenomenally
different”. “It's one thing to be number 15
on a interview schedule and quite another
being with a band all day.”

Today, he manages — with Yanni
Stumbles — Dropbears, Paul Kelly and
the Coloured Girls, X, the Amazing
Woolloomooloosers and their occasional
offshoots the Joeys and the Glitter Thang
He is not, he has come to realize, the jet-
selting, desk bashing kind of manager. I
am still ostensibly a fan,” he said.

HIGHLIGHTS: "'Seeing Hoodoo
Gurus on stage at the Ritz in New York. I'd
always had a dream they'd get to America
and play at the Ritz."

GOLDEN RULES: 1. Never write
about a band you manage. 2. Every band
should drive to Perth once, so they
appreciate their East-West air tickets
thereafter.”

Vince Lovegrove. Divinyls monoger

MANAGER PREREQUISITES:
“"Sense of humour. An understanding of
the machinations of the music industry
Instinct and ability in selecting people to
do what you can't. Belief in the people
you're working with.”

WHAT'S IT REALLY LIKE? “A child-
minding centre.”

Divinyl's manager VINCE LOVEGROVE
has had first-hand experience at being a
pop star. He was, with the late Bon Scott,
singer with the Valentines, which had two
Top 40 Hits, in 1969, and 1970. He says

“I's had two main advantages
although some say it could be my biggest

disadvantage 1. You see things from
the artist’s point of view, not the manager's
the accountant’s, the record company’s
You can’t NOT think like the artist. if you
don’t make allowances for a clear creative
pathway, the artist gets stifled. 2. Most
people in my era ended up with nothing
or, worse, owing money. | vowed that
wouldn't happen to Divinyls.”

HIGHLIGHTS: "The Firsts signing
to an overseas company first up; recording
our first album overseas; our first
American tour (6 months in 1983); prepa-
ring for our first fully-fledged Australian
tour coming up in December, January and
February.’

MAKING IT WORTHWHILE: "Being
part of an organization from which Chrissie
has achieved the status she has. She's
definitely the first real rock ‘n’ roll singer
in Australia.”

WHY DID YOU DO IT? “| saw them
in their early stages playing to about 12
people and | fell in love with them
hadn’t seen a band that excited me as
much since the Easybeats or the Rolling
Stones.”

IMAGE-MAKING: “What you see is
what you get; but if there is an image |'d
like to think I'd manoeuvred it properly,
making sure they weren't exploited and

burnt out by the media. It can chew you
up, ride on your back then spit you out
when it's finished.”

PERKS: “Being able to get my 10-
year-old daughter, Holly, backstage 1o see
Bruce Springsteen, Jimmy Barnes and, of
course, Divinyls.”

moaAN

At 20, STEVE WHITE had to make a
difficult decision; become a full-time
footballer or stick with a game that was
earning him money; singing in a band. He
was playing rugby union for Parramatta
in the first grade Colts, and had captained
represantative sides for NSW. The music
won out

“l would have done all right with
football,” says Steve, "But apart from the
social side of things, thera’s nothing in it,
no money. I'm 30 now and | would be
finishing my career. |'ve no regrets.”

Today, Steve manages Dragon and
Marc Hunter’s solo sideline as well as
Stewart D'Arrietta. His apprenticeship

included singing, promoting rock tours
and travelling the world as Little River
Band's tour manager

“| figured I'd been everywhere as a
tour manager and | had nowhere else 1o
go. Becoming @ manager was a logical
step. | wanted to be my own boss.”"

THE DOLDRUMS: “Trying to establish
an artist and losing all your money while
you're doing it; that initial struggle. It can
be frustrating when no one else can see
what you're on about.”

FINEST HOUR: "The resurrection of
Dragon, in particular the Sydney Entertain-
ment Centre show in '84; that was a big
thrill because we'd got there after so
many in the industry said it was a flash in
the pan.”

PERKS: "There aren’t any, the respon-
sibility is immense. No one says ‘Boo’
when things are going right, but when
they go wrong. it's all your faultl”

Susan Moore

T TAKES ALL SORTSHE
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DEBBI
BYRNE

THE AURA OF CALM confidetice
Debbic Byme exudes these days has a
It

Her much-publicised vicrory over
drugs may have gor plenty o media
publicity, bur it's vor unnl you sit down

ch ol inspir ik

with her oo chat abour her careers, (ves,
that s plural). her Family and her ongoing

aratitde o drugs, that vou fully compre-

hend how shie has marared and blossomed
Tind o refer 1o her as a former
1 of Pop seems wnally inadequare

Q
Alter more than six menths in the hit
musical Caes, her first theatnical ventare,
the r ¥ her first feamre film Rebel
and  her larest '
impessstble 1o fabe

e

tlbum, 1t's . become
her. Singer, dancer,

MOVIC aUtress entertaines
1% divele wonder thar near the end ot

cals

our char m her dressing coom she re

shie has com il a =
show i the vem of Shirley Maclaine

Bor that’s in the furere. And the
fur she points out, & somethi
fever reallv plans .

The Persuader album, for imtance,
evolved carly Tast vear. and was in fact
recorded durmg her rebearsal period for
Cats. 3
1'd finish with the Cats cast around
Gpm and stroll down o EMPy studios here

m Svdney, " she sand

plated nan

i she

“le ook about twe weeks 1o do the

vocals. ™
The songs. represent her eclectic stvle

and range and deliberately avoid a sngular

aste m music
There's evervthing from contemporary
rock v ballids,” she said

Her own raste, privately, rune o
contemporary jazz, which she sinps at
hiome. but claims ot o do very well. Her
nge 15 superh i the production numbers
tor Rebel, a film criticised for failing 10
reprodluce faithfully the Andrews Sisters

and vther 40s sounds
I ask how she reades to such eriticm:
“1'll amswer m the most. diplomaric
way | can because 'm not the producer of

66 COUNTDOWN JANUARY

the director of the show. ™ she wiys
It weas not my decision o make it a
=perund prece. Whae 1 will defend s
thar 1 thoughe 1 did pood work 0 st
Musically Um bappy wath s 1 ehank there
are hints of the #k there, there s enough
of the 405"

**Th
their wwange awareness of things, o 1
don’t thmk it matters a grear deal i they

story is about two people and

wearing strctly period costume orit's
strictly

period musie. The period  does
have a lor o do with the amimdes of
people, bur redlly, they haven't changed
that much over the decades,”
I2¢ wedes she didn’s find domge
her first dramaric film role difficuls
And 17
quickly.
“It has a lov to do with who you're
it
and the enjovment that everyone else was

hie o

v ot being cocky," shie adds

waorking with, the support Crew

iz ot of it | don’t know one person
whe did not enpov Rebel. We had a lor of
fun doing it And it was a hard shoot. The
adrenalin. wond ger poing, 1 would get
nervous.”

She was a religions artender at
“rushes T, the mightly sereemngs of

tootage from the previous day

“Becanse 1'd never done it betore and 1
wanted ro gauge myself and see whar was
happening. A lot of i
of order and context of the storv. Rebel
and 1 said

s done so much ot
goodbve  long  before  we
actnally met. But | Jove working. So
there's nothing ditheule abour it I might
bephysically tiring and the concentration
may be exhawsung. bot yvou only feel it
when vou've finished. ™

“And vou' ger home and think. €
feel stuffed, but it feels good.”
She” admits Mart Dillon
lenie o work with
He was far more experienc
was with film. but not necessarily in
And although 1'd never acted in dialogue
1'd acted in singing. This time there v 1o
band behind ypu and you have 1o crea

was 4
I

chal

ilm

different fr

rhvthin.! she said. “Film technique s fae
m film, “Bur M
ity of the seript,
found thar unnerving ar tmes. He wasa'e ]
ad-libhing, There would be the Tme, e
e wouldn't end where you remembered &

T nevers,

stuck 1o the o

it did oo the seript and you'd be reacting
lot, and t brought out a ereat deal i
me, made me work a lor harder. Buor 13

didn’t allow it 1o Galter me. Quite olien
when he did at, it added something 1o the

scene it's just that he never bloody

rold vou he was gomg to doie”
Her dressing room. ar the
Roval s decorated with the traditional
telegrams and Howers :
Bur most mmportantly for Debbie are
her danghtees, Arja and Lavren,
withour doubt the two most importans

I'hearee

photos «

people i her lite

Arta, she savs, was aware of what she
went through with driges
“Bur it's taught ber chat af things are
they don’t have ro stay thar wav. You

t
can make them better,” she savs, moving
across o ger ane of the photos

Ar the older of the
immensely proud of ber mother and parn-

wrls,

cularly her theatrical and movie roles
telling
strangers dlike, and  even  embarassing
mum i tront of 4 huge poster of her in
the ety *

When
Debhie 15 1

*1 heheve 1 can help people and 1 ey

to answer their questions responsibly,” she

to the pome of triends  and

the drugs quest v raised.

r from defensive

savs .
w4 doctor or a chemmist, Bor |
them formation Lgan. 1
are most likely 1o rake
¢ Iike me; who's been =
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Iry 1o g

think voung pe

notce of swome

it, than other pe

ake everv etfort o el
. that it
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10 be happy with

get past the pont
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A battle with drugs
reintroduced Debbie
Byrne to public
attention, but these
days the focus is on
her blossoming
singing and acting
abilities. John
Hanrahan talks to the
star of Cats and Rebel.
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6 LPsIN A SUPPORTING THE
LIMITED EDITION AUSTRALIAN
BOXED SET MUSIC SCENE

Rk =
sHCE o BakBogg

80206/11

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION BOXED SET

Featuring 6 LPs from bands around Australia.

* LOVSeBLUR * THE TECHNICIANS * TO OT IEVILLE *
* ARCTIC CIRCLES * BOOM CRASH OPERA * BLAME STELLA *
* THE DUST COLLECTION * THE GARDEN PATH * PINK SLIPS * DANCE PARK *
* BAMBOOS * FEMME FATALE * MUTANTS OF DESIRE *
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Dearn Fasciat Bully-Bogys

Hi, my name’s Rick . . . yeah Rick — you know, from The Young Ones (ABC, Tues, 11pm)
I don't really have to introduce mysell, do I? After all it's well known that | am the most rau
and popular member of our household sigh, snort Anyway — st Vyvyan and Neil
shopping. | thought I'd write to you about the small matter of a photograph printed in last month's
issue of your magazine. You see some obviously politically unsound member of your stalf decide
to print a picture of that farty-breath Vyvyan Basterd in the front pages. This greally upset other
members of our commune: who wish to remain anonymous — namely Mike and Nell
they feel personally threatened by all the undue attention he's been getting of late after all
wants 10 look at pictures of that nerdy — or Mike and Neil, come to think of it — | certainly
and neither do all the girlies out there, right kids? So why don't you print a big spunky shot
instead? You could even do an interview with me (obviously for lots of money). or even an artic
about The Young Ones . . . right on!

So come on Countdown Magazine, just drop me, Rick, a line C/ 15 Credibility Street, London
— also, before | forget could you write PERSONAL on your letter ‘cause it looks really street and
have a letter sent 1o you with that written on it
Ily all you kids oul there can be really street and cool by buying Neil's single ‘Hole In My
Shoe’, ‘cause we oops, he needs the money.
Yours ever Young. Rick.
P.S. Thanx lo Anna. Sam, Cathy & Lou — alias Kickaboots, for buying me the stamp 10 send this
letter

Dearn Donald,

Congratulations 1o ‘Countdown’ Magazine for the art
November issue of Countdown Magazine

It is good 1o see a youth magazine, with the gloss appeal of ‘Countdown’, making youth a
of issues that CONCERN their present and future well being. Could it be that Australia now has
youth-culture magazine similar to Englands ‘New Musical Express’, which operates on many
and is not condescending?

As a 21 year old | am well aware of the difficulty thatl surrounds youlh in the eighlies
Maintaining good self-esteem, setting goals, achigving goals, and coming to terms with sex
are daunting tasks. In an Aus ia currently made up of many sell-interested people who are
willing to maintain inequitable status quos the lasks are even harder

Voices such as “Survival Kit’ are important, thay help quell the alienation and the occas:
helplessness felt by many young people. | guess that unlike youth of the sixties we don't re
have the numbers to make any signilicant changes Unemployment doas tend lo keep peop
minds on Survival in present more than implications for the future. Thank you
taking a stand for youth and for making a few more young consciences aware of su
ISSUES
Yours sincerely,
Gregory Young.
Toorak. Vic:

Dear Ser,

| am totally and utterly horrified! | bought Countdown Magazine Oclober issue, for one rea

the U2 poster. There seems to be something rather { though, there are two mem
nissing from it! Yes, Larry and Adam are not present, therefore the poster should be titled l

or ‘Bono & Edge’ bul nol “U2

Now | ask you — what would Adam Claylon think? He was in Australia for a few w
holiday and he might just pick up a copy of this mag and see “U2" printed on the cover
print toal), flip over a few pd and, gasp! see that he is nol in the picture now is
hospitality7??? No it's Adam, poor boy. will probably have seen the mag before he
2MMM interview and it could have been the reason why “U2" won't tour until 1987! Help!! Do y
realise another 2 years away!!
Signed, Bano's Black Hat.
Edge’s Brown Suede Boots,
Adam's Chain,
Larry’s Baelic T-shirl,
Cherrybrook. NSW.

Sorry about the "Bono contention”™ — maybe it's the band you have when you're n
Clayton for a Larry)!

Dearn Editor

In your Fabruary edition of “Countdown” magazine you printed my pen pal advert in tf
Pal’ page. | would like to thank the magazine, as | have thoroughly enjoyed the respo
received. The flood has finally ended with about six hundred replies total. | now ex
with about 10-15 various pen pals from all states of Australia, America and Japan an
received replies from Saudi Arabia and Hong Kong!

Though | have a couple of ‘sour’ letters (chain mail and ads) t

| would also like to congratulate you for making Countdown M
opinion the mag has been vastly improved since the first

cle on ‘The Governments Youth Package |

work
Paul Ordeman. Perth, WA
Dear E4,

Did anyone realise that new up and coming le
what is printed on the sides of glassas in our
Helen McLean, Shoal Bay. NSW
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I've discovered the perfect formula for today’s mega-successiul pop group. If you want world
domination, all you have to do is find someone who is a eross between John Taylor and George

Michael

Don't worry about that little thing called musicianship, just as long as there is a pelvic thrust
here and a pout there to make you look and feel important, and seriously, could you call Simon Le
Bon a singer? Yet Duran Duran are swimming — or rather sinking (times.are hard) — in an
overwhelming sea of money.

Or if you find a shortage of “John Michaels™ simply employ the nearest female willing to wear
underclothes on stage and sing about those naughty virgin birds and bees. Bul.please no more
make-up boys as that phenomena has washed off with the influx of AIDS (no decoding the
abbreviation now, and no offence, I'm just being hypothetical),

With this plan of action you're sure to succeed! In no time little girls and boys will be cluttering
wwr guttering, screaming for your every movement, throwing on stage crulchless and edible

ies, and strangely enough, peaple won't laugh at the way you dress anymore but identity with it

It's all in the cause of being a popstar. And soon you'll be so self-important that you won't have
1o frouble yoursell about those annoying money bags called fans (na Fears. no Tears) — after all,
they're anly attendants who put the petrol in your Porsche,

Your goals will rise higher — let's subjugate the world! All girls not.in uniform - cruciiix, bra
and half-way tights — certainly have no fights.

Now I'm a satisfied little pop-star I've achieved so much, But

|oining Gary Glitter is really not at all in touch,
Am Immaculate Per

or

cepl
P.5. Could Pop Music really only be Skin Deep?
Howsaboul crossing Simon Le Bon and Madonna? This "Mabonna™ would supply ifs own

“navel" rescue in case of

Dear E4,

Sea disasfers!

please, my fans, stand by me as

| went to my first REAL concert on Thursday night. Well, pul it this.way. | went 1o the first REAL

concert in my area. Yes, it was those unreal spunks from X-Men_ In fact | might as well take this
opportunity to thank those Uncanny X-Men for a fantastically, oul-of-ihis-world concert. But what
happened to Pseudo Echo?

d also like to say Meatioal, go .. er

jump ira lakel Il Albury is such a boring audience |

don't know what you expected! Maybe we Just.don’t like poots! | think | screamed too Joud for tog

long, yes, you guessed if,

T've lost my voice!

at your heart out George Michael, Duran Duran, Paul Young and the rast of the guys | just

ripped off my walls to replace with my few X-Men posters!

Anyway gotta go stare at those gorgeous fellas on my wall
From Brian's make-up, Beechworth VIC.

P.S. What about some of the ather gig bands coming up here??? Give us a go!

An oif-the-wall case of Bwian damage. methinks .

WANTED T0 BUY
URGENTLY" 12 inchi single
of Like A Virgin and Lucky
Star. bath by Madonna,
Also wanted nn{mnnm
Madonna Thani
Susanne M. PD Box 81,
Virginda. SA_ 5120

LI R |

Warited: Any Sex Pistols
photos, infarmation,

Whlling o pay. Lisa

Collser, Raslway Parade

Mungindi, NSW, 2406
]

Al you U2 fans ol there,
F'm desperate! | nged
anyihing on U2 Books.
posters, etc. I you have
any exiras o Style
Council, Spandau Ballet,
don'l hasitate — WRITE
FIRST! Write to: Calette
Brus. 9 Grange Road,
Glentiaven. NSW, 2154
LI B

Anyone who has Uncanny
X-Men books, ar Brian
Mannix badges of posters
from their concer! at the
Sydney Entertainment
Centre on October Bth. Will
pay reasonable price if in
good conditien Please
contact Miss Sharon
Wilkingan, 9 Kurrajong
Cres. Blacktown, NSW,
Fall}

To all Duranies and
‘Whammies, | have a
special edition Japanese
Duran Duran 7 of Plamet
Earth (Picture Sleeve) 1o
=8l | also have two Wham

recotds. They are!
Everything She Wants, 12"
and a special plcture
sleeve of Bad Boys, 127,
Best otfer gats the buy.
Craig, P, 19 Karmnak Cit.
Gler Waverley, VIC, 3150
LRI

I'mioaking for a copy of

Jdames Freud's "Break.n?

Silence™ album 10 buy |

you can help, please wiite

10; Jodie Hubm, 42 Dawson

St Camperdown, VIC, 3260
LN A

WANTED: Anythi
concerning Duran Duran
please wiite 10°H. Masijic
13 Gulnare 81 Miliner,
Darwin, NT, 5762 P'S. Wil
pay any price.

L e

Anyone out there who is
crazy abaul either hea
Davies o Boy George
betler write 1o me. | have
one double skded poster ol
Iva Davigs (keehouse) and
two fol the same) sauvenir
posters (double sided) of
Boy George and Culture
Club, to swap or seli. For
imyselt | want 1o buy or
swap any Brian Mannix,
Uncanny X-men or Billy
Joel posters. Also it
anyone out there has the
singles of “Say Say Say”
by Jackson and McCariney
o “You're Only Human® by
Billy Joel, please drop me
a line. Last but not least,
anyone out thers who has
any old scrigls. posters,
records of tapes from any
old musicals would be

pl!iﬂr appreciated by me
5 Finalty. even though
this guy wasn't A muso.
anybody with a pastes or
Information on the late
John Erik Hexum woukd
make me Ihe happies!
person alive All Jotters.
will b angwered. Write Io
MG PO Box 227.B, Bay,
N5W 2536

LR

Wanted to buy: Dra
albums “Universal Radio”,
3 ed Gardens For The
Blinid” and “Fiji Bitter™ by
Mark Hunter, Also any
Dragon and Mark Huntes
singles, old or new. It
amyone has or can get
hald of the Dragon "Body
and the Beat™ poster wilh
Mark lighting a cigarette] |
wil pay a VERY pood price
far it 1 alsa have lats of
posters to Swap on just
about anyone, just who
you want Send your lefter
1o: Tanda Schitko, 10
Glazebury Crt
Langwarrin, VIC 3910
(A ]

Would anyone Iike to
switp the poster from
Snoobah” by
INXS (as when | bought
the album the supply of
posters had run out) for a
nn%enmler of John Tayler
of Boy George? [both in
pood condition). The size
of each paster is about
B2cm x 90cm. The INXS
poster must be in good
conditian. If you would
like 1o swap just write Io
me and we'll work it out

Sandra Whiting. 2 Ewan
St, Caburg, VIC, 3058

L)

| would like 10 s#ll
“Australia’s BEST! Music
And Images” colour VHS
videa (in stereo | Has 60
ming of Eurogliders, INXS.
Splt Enz, Aussie Crawl,
Manda Rock, Men Al
Work. Mentals, icehouse,
Cald Chisel and many
other top Aussee bands
Used once before It's
oing for $16.000.0.0
iwhich includes postage)
Also one massive Michael
Jackson poster (approx
92 x B6cm) in perfect
condition for $4 50 Send
boc Michélle Willsmare.
Summartown, SA. 5141
LR

Three Culture Club records
Miracle/

for sale: “It'sa

{541 and “The Medal
Song” 7" (82 500, Wrile to
Jane Marian at 16 Lofty
Avenue, Hartwell, VIC.
Had

Wanted to buy: The Sweet
Lp's: “Desolation

Up”, Contact, M H!::t':.ols
Micol 81, Highett VIC, 3180,
LA

I am willing to par wilh

my “Anabas Look Book
Series”  Culture Club
book. 1t ot inclodes
full calour pictures (30cm
x 30cm) but it also has
biographies on all four

members. A must 1ar all
Club fans. To take
advantage of this once in
a Ife time opporiumity all
you have to do ks part with
$10.00 and thes brand new
Culturg Chub Encyclopedia
will bt yours. Dont
dawdle, start writing now
t0: B, 1 Banksia Drive,
Farest Glage, OLD. 4305
L

To sell. One wiite, size 12,
Duran Duran T-shirt
“Duran Duran” written i
bilue and red with Chinese
of Japanese styls.writing
on itin Goed
condition. | would like §10
of nearest offer
Also one T single ol
“Head Over Heels” by
Tears For Fears; only been
played twice. $3 Almast
anything on Bruce
Springstesn as lang as s
areasonable offer. | have
pasters/articles on mogt
Qroups which | would like
1o exchange for anything
on-Bruce Springsteen, Go
West, Wham!, Live Ak,
USA for Africa, Band Aid
#ic Ml Gibson or the
movie “The Outsiders”.
Write to: Karen Williams,
F50 100, Milabena, TAS,
T35 PS5 Please enclose
plions mumber
L]

JANUARY

M3s/
JUMS/ANY

Send those pleas,
offers, bargains
elc to
Buy/Swap/Sell
P.O. Box 1000
Milsons Point
NSW 2061
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prove they're not money for nothmq (4.7
Money's simply too tight for him to mention (3)
Sean Helly is one. (5

Whot va's house is made from? (3)

This Corey will never surender (4)

Aon Thiesson's one of the X-M.. (2)

Time Bondits trovelled on endless one (4)

This heartbrecker's rather petty (3)

P 1) was an lover? (4)

She revived RAngel Of The Morning (init) (2)
Hadley's ballet (7}

They hod an obsession (9)

Bamy, Mourice and Robin share which sumome? (4
They'll toke on me? (3)

Where Bruce was bom (3,

She's no gambler! (7

Dancing with Mick (init) (2)

Ronnie Jomes (3)

What ZZ Top went ou: on a limb for (3)

til tuesdoy guitarist (init) (2

. Tolking Heods P, ... Moking Sense (4)

What 24 Down might prove to be? (3)
€merson, Loke ond Palmer keyboardist (init) (2
Band Aid's brain (init) (2)

Deod . . Ailve

ACROSS

37.

40,
42,

Sent o man overboord (222 )
u_;hqt nm and Nancy Wilson have (5)

Init) (2)
He got people ready with Jeff (3)
How you'd stort o letter to Prudence (4)
Poul Weller's confection (3
A Prince princess (init) (2
The Hids made o current one (5)
Mi-Sex singer (init) (£)
What two con do with the Crowl (4)

. She's Leon's Hoo-de-Toh (4

Jm Herr's colleogues hove simple ones (5)
Guitor-toting Ange 2)

Stuort Goddard's better-known first nome (4)
In heoven over the summer of ‘69 (init) (2)

A stor might buy o new one with royalties (5)
What Rebel Yell Billy is (4)

And they donced, (7

Whaot girls just want to hove? (3

33 Across hod o nenvous one (5

Aliniters beot

oko U2's Poul Hewson (4

On the Electric Avenue (4,5

Answers next issue.






One of the most successful stage musicals of all time, A Chorus
Line is set to be this year's dancefilm blockbuster. John
Hanrahan talks to director Sir Richard Attenborough and star
Michael Douglas.

‘“Step...step...
kick ... kick.

Shoulders back . . . that’s good . . .
now . .. turmn and . . . step, step, step.
The energy, the rhythm, hips
swaying, arms thrust high, pulled
in, bodies turning. legs kicking.

**Okay!

"*The girl in pink, the boy in the
white head band, the girl in blue,

Cheryl, Greg!
“The rest . . . thank you very
much. Okay, the second

combination.”

We're centre stage of the famous
Mark Hellinger Theatre on Broadway.

Twenty superbly built men and
women move as one back and forth
in front of huge mirrors.

It's audition time, Or, if you like,
elimination time.

“The rest” . _. well, they're rejects.
The kids who, 10 minutes before had

e

come nervously to the theatre in a
myriad of sweatshirts and tracksuits
cherishing a single hope — to be
cast in the latest Broadway musical.

In a single sentence their dreams
are dashed and they're back on the
street, heading for coffee or their
apartment, or. maybe, another
audition,

The choreographer, prowling
between, calling the tune, knows
exactly who he wants

This is the opening sequence from
the film version of one of the most
successful stage musicals of all ume,
A Chorus Line. §

It captures the essence of what
the film and the lives of these
talented, striving young people is all
about.

And behind it all the emotion of
dreams dashed or realised.

Sir Richard Attenborough, whose
triumph with Ghandi made him one
of the most sought-after directors in
the world, was given the task of
bringing all of that to the screen.

‘11 COUNTDOWN JANUARY '8¢

And Jetf Horpaday. who
choreographed Flashdance, has had
a smorgasbord of talent with which
to work and create some of the most
stunning dance sequences ever seen
on film

In many ways. the film is like
holding a mirror to those floor to
ceiling mirrors at the back of the
stage.

Images are repeated seemingly to
infinity as some of America’'s
most talented dancers and aclors
tried out for a role all of them had
lived through dozens of times.

They all knew the tension and the
very likely situation that, however
desperate they might be for the job,
they would be dismissed,

“Of course, the thing with
producing a film like A Chorus Line
in New York, is that the depth of
talent is so great. | mean, | could
have cast it three times over and still
not lost very much,” Sir Richard or
Dickie, as he prefers to be called, told
me.



“The cast we've got is outstanding.
Absolutely superb N every
possible way."

They include names and faces at
hest barely known to the public
with two exceptions

Audrey Landers, from Dallas, and
Michagl Douglas, play two of the
more identifiable eharg

Douglas, in particular
pivotal role of Zac, the
show's director.

And, as in the play, he tends to
spend @ lot b not all, his time in the
stalls, talking to the various aspirants

Douglas’ casting was one of the
surprises ol the film.

| was moving my family to New
York, was looking at different pictures
to do, they sent me Chorus Line
I'd heard long histories of the script
and thoughi huh, should be interesting
1o see what they've done with this,”
Dauglas told me on location of his
next film Jowel In The Nile in
Moroceco,

| was pleasantly surprised the

trs
has the
UPCOming

stript maintained the essence of the
musical in terms of the characters
and yet was very, very contemporary

“1 loved the idea of working with
Dickie, loved the idea of the chance
of making Zac come together as a
character, and loved working in an
ansemble

Of course, the film has allowed
Attenborough to take his cast away
from the confines of the theatre

and those boys and girls who have so
many reasons for wanting the roles.”

The story of the film also spreads
across the same tight timeframe as
the stage play.

It's set over one afternoon of
auditions, with some flashbacks to
help us flesh out characters and
backgrounds,” adds Douglas

“The other thing that's hard 16
believe in a way is how much

stage and open up the story ¥

and the characters lives and
backgrounds

“It was like doing theatre and a
movie at the same time," says
Douglas.

“1 knew we could shoot into the
stalls and that it would be a fun part
to play. But as it’s turned out there is
much more to Zac than | could have
expected

“He sits down at a desk, a couple
of times he gets up on to the stage,
but most of the time he's locked
there in his chair. But there is still
that terrific interaction between him

d g has i since the play
first opened in the 70s it's so hot
and physical these days. And he's
cast the kids very well,”

the cast is Nicole Fosse,

Ims daughter of former Broadway

choreographer turned Hollywood
director, Bob Fosse, whose films
include Cabaret. She plays Kristine.

“The only other name that might be
identifiable is Vicki Frederick, whose
films include California Dolls with
Peter Falk.

One of the outstanding
performances to watch out for,

though, is Alyson Reed, as Cassie.
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