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million; were invited to Madonna’s
wedding; got lost at sea with Simon Le
Bon; were VIP spies at the Countdown
Music Awards; travelled to China with
"7 WHAM!; made a video with INXS;
~ wondered what Boy George was up to
= and found outin...

THE COUNTDOWN MAGAZINE ANNUAL @ ALL THE PEOPLE, MUSIC, EVENTS

AND PICS THAT MADE '85 GREAT!
DO YOURSELF A FAVOUR!



Moddhno begins
filming for her new
movie ‘‘Shanghai
Surprise” in January in
Hong Kong. She will star
as a missionary in 1937
China alongside her co-
star In real Ife, Sean
Penn. Young Sean will
play a fast-talking
salesman of glow-in-the-
dark ties (it says here).
The film is based on a
book called “Faraday’s

3 Flowers™, by Tony Kenrick,
W and the plot has
3 Madonna and Sean
chasing a supply of

oplum so soldiers
wounded during the
Japanese invasion of

Chinal can be given

ne.
Financing for the film
with hubby Sean. (pic. Just Loomis) comes from George
. Harrison's excellent
company Handmade
Fllms, responsible for
such gems as “The Time
Bandits" and “A Private
Function”.

The legal problems
belween Spandau Ballat
and their label Chrysalis

the label using the
group's songs in TV
advertising for “The
Singles Collection"
compilation album.
The band say the
record was released

{pic. Scope F Us/sL). 00 S5 B Y. Sy
- . L] .

Prefab Sprout's

second LP ''Steve

", which lale

last year shot info the
Australion top 50

for the fab three. P.S. are
now busily recording o
new elpee, but a four
here is unlikely conside-
ring chiel Sprout Paddy
McAloon's aversion fo
playing live . ..

Prefab Sprout: Appetite for success.

4 COUNTDOWN JANUARY ‘86



Leng time social satir:st Frank Zappa has been having his say
over the recent U.S. Senate hearing on censorship of rock
records. Zappa, a stalwart critic of censorship moves, has
released a rap record called Porn Wars. It features the voice of
one politician rambling on about heavy metal bands’ use of
chains and fire as “objectionable tools of gratification in some

twisted minds.

o a ~ > & MAGAZINE

Elvis Costello recently made a pilgrimage to Germany — to act
as replacement drummer for London based Irish/folk/drinking
band The Pegues. Their usual skin-thumper, Andrew Ranken,
cut his hand rather badly and the emergency signal was sent out
to Elvis. We're assured the speed with which he took up their
offer is not in any way related to the fact he's a bit sweet on their
bass player Cait O'Riordan. A real rhythm section, you might say
L] L] L ] L] L]

Jacksons Tour Germany! Everyone in West Germany was
well pleased with the news of a major tour by the celebrated
brothers, except . . . this outfit was a rather suspicious lot who
go by the dodgy name of Jackson Mania and The Street Dancers.
Nonetheless, the tour was a national sellout
L L] L] L] L]

The Taboo Club nightspot in London was recently besieged by

fire while the evening’s cavorting was in full swing. We wonder
whether the immaculate Bryan Ferry managed to keep his cool
whilst a company of the hip and famous was hurriedly evacuated. Muslc

° ° . . . B John Taylor
I A-Ha

Simple Minds are currently playing the length of Britain after .
doing the rounds of the US and Europe. Australians may have to E Mmge Ure
wait until September for their turn. »X1 Reader’s Interview — Brad
i : . 2 e I I I Shepherd

Serious Lapse Of Taste (a regular feature). A major 7L Faces of ‘86
American electronics firm has been running advertisements The Church
featuring Ray Charles. The slogan reads; "How to pick a video E Iva Davies

system with your eyes closed’
L] L] L] L] L]

G The Byrds

Births, deaths, marriages, used car classifieds . . . Recently
in the ranks of Proud New Parents have been; Jools Holland of

UK Squeeze, with a daughter named Rose; the guttural Tom FGGTURGS
Waits and a son named Ajax (that’s an Ancient Greek hero not a a Rockin' With The Royals

bathroom scourer, dummy); and one of the Damned’s roadies

whose sprog is named Julie. On the other side of the coin, Paul @ Rock Managers
Weller's request for a vasectomy has been turned down on Z:‘l Debhie Byrne
account of his youth. This should reassure the ageing med as he 7 Movi A Gh Li
nears the doddering age of 28 m ovie — orus Ling
L] L] L] L] L]
Paul Hardcastle, the man responsible for the appalling N-n- RGGULGG
n-ninatean, now has a follow-up. Just For Money is about the
Great Train Robbery and the St Valentine's Day Massacre and coLuMNs
features the voices of actors Bob Hoskins and Sir Laurence
Olivier. And it was co-written by his manager. And they misspelt Fashion — "86 Predictions

Sir Larry’s name on the cover. And it’s horrible. Stars
L . L]
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Wham's George Michael has won the court battle over whether
Sithe tune to Last Christmas was plagiarised from Barry
“Mtlulaws Can‘t Smila With ¥You. Manilow's publishers,
Dick James Music Lid, bagan the action early last year but
withdrew it after a hearing in the British High Court in
November, The proceeds from the 10 million-selling Last
Christmas were donated to the Ethiopian famine fund

Quoth George afterwards: ‘It was just ridiculous. The song
contains old familiar chord patterns but it's not copied from
anyone.

“All the proceeds went 1o help feed the starving of Africa. So
if they had won would they have asked the dying to give back the
food?”

L] . L] L]

You Were Asking
Star Cross
Albums

Videos

Films
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Tour rumours, we
gottem! The much-
awaited Sting tour.
originally set down for
next month has been put
back to March because
of the overwheiming
aftention accorded the
Dire Straits jaunt. Pre-
sumably this scoiches
rumours of the blond
one guesting with
Knopfler and crew. . .
Also coming up next
month is a visit from
protest singer Robert
n, last seen on these
shores in 1978. Old Zim's
support is likely o pull in
the punters: Tom Pelty
and the Heartbreakers.
“Freaks” in Perth and
Adelaide beware as Neil
of The Young Ones
confinues his er, downer
Down Under four which
started on the east coast
last month.
Meantime, other fours
ranging frem strong
possibliities to faintty ridi-
culous are Sade (early
this year), ZZ Top (this
month), Mink De Ville
(March) and Bryan Ferry
(indefinite, maybe late
this year).
. . . s Sade the Cleaning Lode: fipped 1o four In earty ‘84, (pic. laln McKell/Retna)

" COLOUR FOR FEET |

WEA this month releases a stack of budget
priced ($7.99) reissue LPs from the Atlantic
catalogue featuring 10-12 tracks from the
likes of Aretha Franklin, Sam and Dave, Otis
Reading, Wilson Pickett, Booker T and the
MGs and Joe Tex.
L] . L L]

Hunters and Collectors have a new long
player out this month, produced by Gavin
McKillop, of Do-Re-Mi's “Domestic Harmony"*

fame. | Stee

Also eoming up are albums from Koo De | H I"!iE"“’ 3
Tah, Matt Moffatt and former Who guitarist ‘g‘,_'...\c’ =
Pete Townsand -
L] ° L] ° =7 f

Desperate gimmix dept: Twisted Sister
singer Dee Snider has followed a long line of
HM self-promotional stunts (biting oft the
heads of small mammals, etc) by filing his two
front teeth into fangs. Meantime, look out for
the Sister's twisted version of the Shangri-las
early 60s classic “Leader of the Pack
L ] L] L] L

Paul McCartney recently re-signed a long-
term contract with EMI/Capitol worldwide.
The frugal one’s first release under the new
deal was the recent title track for the John
Landis film *‘Spies Like Us", starring Chevy
Chase and Dan Akroyd.

L] L] L] L]

Tallable i’ \J
BRIGHTS AND
PASTELS

write or phone for our new cotalogue

304 Toorak Rd.,
South Yarra. Vic., 3141
Phone: {03) 240 1661
B8 Glenferrie Rd
Malvern, Vic. 3144,
Phone: (03) 509 6364
0

Shop 32 Centre Point Mall,
293 Bourke St. Melb,, 3000
Phone: (03) 63 9148

Mail Order Available.
| I b
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Bob Geldo! and cheque lor six million Aussie smoackers. But if he's just
won Loto why doesn he look happler? (pic. kan Greense/Caomerariery).

If's a hard life being the manager of a cowboy band. Roger Grierson
spends all day siaving over hot lacos for The Johnnys' Injun Joe launch
and all the band can do s laugh at his cullnary efiors, (ple. lan
Greans/Camararery).

Hot tip for an Australian tour double act this month is The
Hoodoo Gurus with Los Angeles’ celebrated ““new rock™
outfit The Blasters. The extremely busy hairy ones recently
returned from Europe after a near-world jaunt which saw sold-
out gigs in the US west and east coasts.

Gurumania reached its peak at their Los Angeles show,
when members of LA cult heroes The Flaming Groovies joined
them for a version of the Groovies' classic anthem “Shake
Some  Action”. After the show the band was greeted by
German punk siren Nina Hagen, allegedly dressed as a genie
and crawling around on her hands and knees saying the Gurus

were the best thing to come to LA, Rock 'n’ roll, what a
scorchar
L] L] L [ ] L] L]

What They Told The Press Dapt: Midnight Oil, interviewed
by American rock glossy Musician, explains how the band cut
its teeth playing to the brutally honest surfing crowd which
formed the core of its first following

“They wouldn't put up with any bullshit You throw a
slow song on, then exit out the back door before the beer
glasses start heading in your direction, It's a little bit like those
Southern (US) clubs where they put up the chicken wire. It's a
great appranticeship for having records, because if you can
survive those days, you can play anything”. Maybe that
explains Peter Garrett's missile (sic) deflecting hand
movements . .

Meantime, the debut long-playing platter by Sydney Oil
proteges Spy Vs Spy, “"Harry's Reasons’’, is due this month.
The elpee, produced by Les Karski (who did the honours on
Midnight Qil's “Head Injuries”) will include the single
“Injustice Karski, it seems, was asked to do the production
chores after talling the Spy’s their last waxing “Meet Us Inside”’
was “'so bloody boring”

Sydney band watchers meanwhile might have seen Sir Les
playing in his own combe The Hippos, which includes Jo Jo
Zep/Jimmy Barnes bassist John Power and R&B pianist
Bridie King, sister of The Champions’ ex singer Sally.

L] L] L] L] L] L]

ECHO & THE|
BUNNYMEN
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Tim Farriss: INXS turned the occasion info thedr own show.

I0°.N. XINHJ HLIM dOH JH1

INXS and mates give
the Prince and Princess
a right royal rollicking.

The Concer! Hall with the videodisco underpass beneath. Nole the finy pair of outstreiched amma. B91VE atien betwe
firov
P
By Donald Robertson "
All pholos: Serge Thomanin
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proud of the hafl

Kate Ceberanc — the Queen Mother would have been

10 .N. XINHJ
HLIM dOH 3HL 1V

INXS flew back from Europe the week
previously to appear at the show and flew out to
start their US tour a couple of days later. They
played a packed-out, hot and sweaty ‘secral’
warmup show at their old stomping ground, the
Manly Vale Hotel in Sydney, on the Saturday
night. The beer-swilling surfies of the North Shore
were treated 1o exactly the same show as the 552
a seat audience in Meibourne (although the level
of production at the Concert Hall was admittedly
grander)

The Melbourne weather lived up o its
reputation with a downpour at about 5pm on the
day of the show. The rain kept the anticipated
crowd of 40,000 in the underpass down to only
10,000, but the large video screens and full
concert P.A. kept their spirits up

After God Save The Queen (not the Sex Pistols
version, unfortunately) and Advance Australia Fair,
Kids In The Kitchen opened the evening's
entertainment. With help from a large choir of
school children but plagued with sound problems
they struggled through their only number, Current

I'm Talking had sound problems too initially
but looked great with Katie Ceberano absolutely
stunning in a tight white skirt, jacket and large
50's style fur hat. Everyone in the first balcony
was checking Princess Di out, although everyone
looked at Katie when she started to sing Love
Don't Live Here Anymare. 'm Talking completed an
energetic and stylish performance with a high
spirited version of Don't Leave Me This Way.

JANUARY '86



Tim Farriss and Kirk Pengilly: duelling axemen running riot. The princess departs, making sure she's first in the door al Inflation.

L J e ®

Scolt Came out front of rather more kids than usual. Sean and Jomes: left everybody's ears ringing like a beil.
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d / NEW ALBUM AND BASF CHROME CASSETT




Peter Martin in London
talks to John Taylor
about The Power
Station, film
soundtracks and the
future of Duran . . .

&'re sitting in John Taylor's three-

storey flal in London's exclusive

Kensinglon area. All day he's been

swapping and changing outfits for

a photo session and he's now

relaxing. in belween answering
the phone every two minutes — everyone from
Queen's Roger Taylor who's due over for drinks in
a couple of hours, to various fans who've
somehow gol his number he usually says
nothing until he hears who it is and if it turns out
to be an ardent fan he slams the phone down

“It may seem cruel, but | need my privacy. It is
my home, after all, and if | can’t be left alone here
where can | go? I'll sign autographs il my hand
drops off outside the studio or a TV or concert,
but my home's different. God | must sound awful,
but honestly, I'd go mad if | wasn't a litthe bit
sellish.” he says

His flat is very open plan and hi-tech, a
grand white piano the locus of the room, the
walls adorned with black and white phatos by “S
& M” photographer Helmut Newton. At the other
end of the room s a giant Sony TV/Video — “a
prototype . . the actual model never came out.
They gave it 1o me as a presenl” — and soft
leather couches. on which we are seated

We get on the interview, which will cover
everything lrom what he's been up to since The
Power Station to the future of Duran Duran
How did you get involved with film music?

“The Power Station were approached to do the
music for the new Arnold Schwarzenegger movie

L We ended up doing the song on the end
credits. It's called “Someone, Somewhere.
Sometime” and it'll probably be out as a single to
coinclde with the release of the film.”

What do you think of the film?

“Don’t ask. No, really, it's not my scene. It's a
wvery violen! Rambo blood and guts job. It's more
Andy’s thing really — he was very into doing the
film, There's like one person killed every second
It's unbelievable.”

And the song?

“On the American lour we became very rock
' roll, with lots of solos and things. It was great
al the time but we knew we couldn't go on like
that. Well this song is like an extension of that
style — taking it as far as it could go. It's almost
heavy metal. And that wasnt what we originally
had in mind for The Power Station. Things kind of
got olf the rails, so we knew things had to
change.”

In what way?

“Well, we were olfered a tour of Japan and
Europe, but | knew we shouldnt do it. We were
becoming just another group and | was already in
ane group, so why be in another.”

Sa how did you deal with the problem?

“The original plan for the group was to deal in
differenl mediums, with the best people lor each
job. Let it revolve around an idea, or a person,
say. So Andy went off to Los Angeles (where he
now lives) and started to do some production
. There was talk of him doingan LP for Don
Johnson, the star of Miami Vice. Tony must be one
of the mast in-demand session inen in the
business so he went off to wade through a
mountain of offers (there's talk of him joining the
now reformed Led Zeppelin).®
And Michael?

“He's joined me on the next project. You see,
after the Commando thing the word got round
Hollywood that we were up for work, and it didn't
lake long for another offer to turn up.”

JANUARY ’'86



A sense of urgency as John put the
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AView You'd A Kill (For): JT relaxes in his ap
Park
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‘Wha was this fram?

“The producer of Flashdance, Adrian Lyons
Michael is a good friend of actor Mickey Rourke's
and so he got offered a script for Rourke's néw
film 8% Weeks (produced by Lyons and co-starring
Kim Bassinger — the gitl in Never Say Never
Again, Sean Connery's recent Bond movie). It's an
absolutely beautiful movie. We got offered a five
minute section of the film soundtrack. Michael
does the vocals on this — it's kind of spoken
very moody.”

What do you actually do on the piece of music?

“To do it | linked up with this guy John Elias
— he did the electronic programming on ‘A View
To A Kill'. We get on really well — we're both fans
and friends of the composer John Barry . . . also,
he can actually PLAY! He does all the technical
stuff.”

So what do you de?

"1 come up with a lot of ideas. | can go ‘dum
dum’ and he can turn it into a symphony.”
Are you learning new instruments or anything?

“Yes. In my apartment in New York (on the
cool Upper West Side — his new neighbour is Boy
George, incidentally). I've set up a music room
and I'm learning o use a Linndrum computer and
various synthesizess. | rough oul ideas on these
and John polishes them off and knocks them into
shape. The teaming’s working out really well”
What is the film 9% Weeks like?

“Brilliant. It's very sexual. I's probably the
most overtly sexual commercial film since Last
Tango in Paris. Very steamy.”

And what particular bit de you soundirack?

“It’s a chase that turns into a sleamy
bedroom scene. God knows what frouble Il get
into for doing it. All the Durannies will go to see it
and .. . well the censars will have a problem. And
wail 'til my mother sees it! Then I'll be in for it.”
Will anything be released from that film?

“That's what we're working on at the moment
But it's really difficult. Itd make a great 127 . .
but a single? | don't know. We've tried a version
out — ['ve dope the vocals . . . it's not really
singing, more a voice over — but it's not quite
there. But we're working on it. The song’s called
‘Come o Life’. It co-incide with the.film's release
{this month)

What else have you been up to?

“We were in the second episode of the new
series of Miami Vice.”
How did you get that?

“Michael again. He's got some very useful
conneclions. It was kind of a paid-back favour for
the tour — he knows i's my favourite TV
programme.”

‘What exacily did you do on it?

“It was only a small cameo appearance, as
The Power Station. We had to play Get It On" ina
bar. And | got one line — something like Hey
Sonny! What's goin’ on” We were playing in the
middie of a bar-room brawl, you see.”

S0 whal's next?

“We might be doing some work on Russell's
(Mulcahey — Duran video director) new film
H . The stars Sean Connery and Christopher
Lambert (Greystoke).”

What is that about?

“It's set in New York and Scotland. It's based
around a character who spends his lime between
the highlands and the lowlands — much like
myselll It's very futuristic. It sounds absolutely
brilliant, from what I've heard ™
‘What do you have to do on that?

“Hopefully we've got a 10-minute section
Oueen are doing the title track. We should start



(pic: Dennis O'Regan)

work on it next week. | hope it all goes right.”
‘What music have you been listening to lately?

“A lot of classical stuff. | don't pretend to
know a lot about it but it struck me that there
was a time in composing when there were hardly
any restraints. They didn't have to put a note
there because it was time for a chorus, they put it
there because it 1it"

Sa wha've you been listening to?

“Mainly Holst and Shostakovitch.”

Has all this — the classical music and the soundtrack
work — altered your attitude to music?

“Yes, | suppose it has. For a while I've wanted
1o take a stand down from the idea of a pop song.”
What do you mean by that?

“Weil. it is a bit of a compromise sometimes,
making a pop single. It's nof to say I've gone off
pop music or anything — | still love commercial
music, | just think it's healthy 1o take a rest from
it, that’s all. It stretches you and when you go
back to commercial pop stulf the experience can
only benefit that.”

S0 when will Duran Duran get back together?

“To be honest, not for quite a while. There's

Arcadia to promote and then there's Simon's

John makes sure neighbour George doesn’t pinch his fogs from the rooflop Hills-Holst.

round the world yacht thing. Then we're talking
May at the earliest. That's why all this film stuff
is 50 great for me.”

there’s na truth in all these rumours about a split?

“No. None at all, | can see why people would
think that, but no, it's not true. But | must admit it
will be a bit scary getting back together again
It’s been so long it'll be quite a challenge . . . but
that's good | think. I'm really looking forward to
it.”
Haven'l you considered acting then?

“Yes, I've given it a lot of thought. But | came
1o the conclusion that | shouldn't bother.”

7

“Because | can't act! | just think you should
leave it to the professionals. We've all been play
acting for a while now, whether it be Bowie or
Duran, with videos . .. but in music videos you
can just about get away with it.”
S0 what conclusion did you come to then, about film?

“Well | knew | duspera!e!y wanted to get
invalved in films, but | just wondered how, if not
by acting. It just seemed far more logical to enter
it through music, as that's supposed 1o be what
we're best at.”

working in film, ee

video. | don't feel I'm in a
auwhmnmmmmnmam
moment?

“Well, 1885's been a total year of extremes so
far: with The Power Station LP.
pulling out of the tour two d
— I'm sure he wanted 1o dodi
hearts. it was just all ve
people wanted too big a

Vice. than the film
areal cha FFor onc:
own two feet. Being in a
rest a bit, share the respog
had to deal with it all. It's
1 think™
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interest they had sparked and pials. |
spoke with Pl Waaktar (pronounced Paull, keyboard and
guitar player, goodiooking blond, dapper dresser and fluenl speaker of
English, as ne held forth on the band and its background.

A-Ha's history begins with childhood s Pal and d
sometimes together, in a variety of bands in the capital of Oslo
since the age of twelve. | was curigus 1o know what kind of musical influences
they had been exposed 1o in a colntry whose famous musical export
to date has been the composer Grigg. Y

“Well,” explains Pal, “the quw:&u charts are a mixture of English and
American music. There's very little m.'m_h the charts. Most
Norwegian bands try to copy either this band or that band

“It seems to me that over here you have ol Abstralian bands in the
charts. And Australian bands seem to Sell well way, whereas
Norwegian bands don't sl

This is interesting; which Australian bands ace Big in Norway?

“Icehouse. Men Al Work™ offers Pal. (Could have guessed at least one of
those.)

“The reason why it's so hard in Norway IS Betause there's only four
million people. So 1o be able to make it you h@ve to play music that
appeals to everyone; the middie of the road. And they you have 1o play
music that's not really to your laste”

Under those restrictions the bright lights of London, only an hour from
Oslo, beckoned as they do for Australian bands considerably further away

“London was like the Mecca of the music industry for us. And there
seems 1o be a lot of opportunity. i you get a ‘na’ from a record company
in Norway there's nothing else to do. But in England there are a few ways
to go about it. We knew that we had to go to England and starve a little
and try 1o be at the right place at the right time.”

And did they starve in their Mecca?

“Yes. we starved — a lot!” remembers Pal with good-natured
amusement. “London’s not a very nice place when you've gol no money
But now we're here,” he ends on a positive note.

Having tested the water in Britain, Mags and Pal returned briefly to Oslo
to persuade a local singer who had impressed them to join the band. Back
in Londan with Morton Harket on vocals, they faced a major obstacle
They were denied the work permits which they needed 1o play live, The
obstacle, however, turned out 1o be an incentive 1o success; they only way
around it was “1o start al the top! We had to get a recording contract and
then get into the charts, and mow we're allowed 1o play. 50 it was a catch-
22 situation

Despite their years of musical experience, Take On Me was the first
record any of them has ever made. International success therefore look
them a little by surprise

“Yes.” avers Pal. “IU's just crazy that it's No.1 in the Stales — it's like
“Wooh!" (Not quite sure how to spell that ecstatic exclamation ) We've tried
a couple of times in England before. We released it twice and it never quite
took off because there was always one part missing. Timing is everything
in England and you have to get it right from the start or else you lose it
But this was our first single and we wanted to start with something light, a
fairly happy high-spirited song. It's like we're saying ‘Take on the band, take
on A-Hal™

Take On Me received almost as much attention for the eye-calching
video as for the song itsell. An impressive piece of animating skill, il's
make it sound right in a song. You have to work harder with the lyrics in
the band had to do with it

“The video. . . not a lot.” admits Pal. "You can tell them what you feel
about videos and what kind you like and don't like, and | suppose the
people who made it were inspired by us. It took about 4 months to make
and there are about 6000 drawings in it.” he reels off from memory. “which
one person had to do, 5o it's a lot of work. But | like it. Most of the time |

JANUARY '86

think it's amazing that people spend money on boring videos, bul this one
| like. IV's quite original and it seems to complement the song. make it
stronger. Instead of being totally different.”

| enquire aboul the band's songwriting, which covers all the tracks of their
first album, “Hunting High And Low™. Pal seems to do the lion's share -
how does he find writing in a second language?

“It's um, easy aciually. Because Norwegian is a very hard language to
make it sound right in asong. You have to work harder with the lyrics in
Norwegian because we have these funny sounds that stick out. And also,
we've been writing lyrics in English since we were about twelve or
something. But we do have some Norwegian songs as well.”

There are special conditions involved in being a trio, especially one
based around guitar and keyboards. Do they ever find that limiting?

“No,” opines Pal. "] think it's the other way around. | think if you have
a sax player, and a drummer, and a bass player. then you have to use
thase instruments in every song, Whereas in A-Ha, Mags and | play the






Know It's Christmas? on to
ended with If | Was in &
Rowley finds out what!

hen Ultravox frontperson Midge
Ure’s solo single I | Was suddenty
shot 1o the Number One spot in tha
British charts in October no one
was quite as surprised as Midge
himself
“Ii-fioored me™, he admits
. 1 expected the single 1o possibly scrape in
around the 20 mark and pop back out again
similar to a lot of Ultravox Singles.” says the
Scotsman. with disarming Irankness.
“Because of the spate of guys from bands
tping sola albums this year, and because of the
sbecess, or lack of success ol a lot of them. | had
no reason 1o beliave mine would be any ditfer
i for whatever reason, if just crossed nght
aver and took off and now the album Jooks lined
up to be successiul,” 'The Gift” went Top Ten t
next week) “and the tour will be successiul so
most of the work's done. It's pure luck
This Is. of course. not M re's Tirst loray
outside the confings of Ul ox. He hao British
Top Ten suctess with a cover version of the fine
‘Waiker Brothers® song No Regrets and also
collabarated on a single Afer A Fashion with ex-
Japan bassist Mick Kam
I've done lots of things that run parallel with
Uttravox so the idea of me doing something on
Ty s 0 great shock 1o anybody who knows
done in the past
rasic idea was to follow 3 type of music
| particularly like and thal's instrumental, I'd
ptanned on doing halt the album
ental but it went over such 2 long period
or seven months — that | changed my
| ended up with only theee instrumentals on
a ten track album
50 wanted 1o gal away from some of the
complexity of Ultravox_ It's nice to sing a good

5 a slow version of Living In The Past,
it for the exceptionally unhip Jethro
and a half ago_ A curious choice,

y. Originaily when | had No Regrets
alked about doing an album

versions. One of the songs
on the short i ving In The Past
1 didn’t do that albwm then but reaiised | had
time fo do it last November when Ultravox
decided 1o take a break 1 have any songs
— nothing. Sa i r ecorded 10 gel me
into the swing of things was Living In The Paat,
which, when | look back at it, was actually a very
good cover version.”
*Twelve months ago Midge Ure and his pal
from the Boomigwn Rats, Bob Geldo!, ol together
some mates {o sing their song, Do They Know IT's
Christmas. The rest, as they say in Clicheland, is
history. Although he remains an active part of the
Band Aid Trust, Midge has found the success of
Band Aid neither a distraction nor a hindrance 10
his career, unlike his more over-exposed pal,
known 1o be maortais simply as Saint Bob,
“1 don't have a high publc profile theough it
which for me is actuaily better.” ha says,
ng almost relieved

prefer that, otherwise people might confuse
two issues. I'm not in the business of charity

oul as a s
compiled of
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old wers you when you lek Colro?

Naver believo off thot you reod | wos
| octually bom in Sedeey, but Fm prone to tell
thve odd white e

4 I you ever move to the Mojove desert,

*  would you live os dose bo or as for owoy as.
potsible from Johany Rotten?

| badieve Johany Rotten lives in los Angeles
30 I'd be 0 toupie of hundred kilometres owoy.
Thot suits me fine. | think Mr Lydon Is o littie
oo cpnkal for his oun good

5. m!mmrﬂnﬁnuﬂuﬁhm

How do | put this? . . . Kemy Is port of my
parsonod ke She also lves in LR

6 How long will you be out of Australia touring,
*  ond whers?

Al things golng occonding to schedule.
well ba owoy 34 months ond the tour will
toke in New Zeolond, the US. Conoda. England
phus vanous parts of Europe:

7 Wheare ore pou now and are pou enjoying
*  yoursell?

At the moment 'm in the middie of o phato
session with the other guys. The photogropher,
Chis, just showad me o test Poloroid thot
mokies me look much better thon | o 1 life,

50 yeah . ., I'm happy. Hope F've been o
some help.
Thanks for answering my questions.

INTERVIEW S.Y>3

Mm
w

BRAD SHEPH
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PREPARE YOURSELF FOR THE
Hottest Sumimer 07 Record?!

WITH THESE WORLD-CLASS
AUSTRALIAN BANDS!
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MIDNIGHT OIL  EUROGLIDERS MENTAL AS

NEW 4 TRACK EP THEIR BRILLIANT NEW ALBUM ANYTHING
SPECIES DECEASES ABSOLUTELY NEW 7" AND 12" SINGLE
FEATURING PICTURES, FEATURING THE CITY OF SOUL
PROGRESS, HERCULES, CANT WAIT T0 SEE YoU, f;ﬁf,, ﬂgﬁ
BLOSSOM AND BLOOD WE WILL TOGETHER FUNDAMENTAL

' le Parly Boy:
4
BEE)
A Voo vy :,—h,

MI-SEX  REDGUMS PARTYBOYS rpe puocc

79-85 GREATEST NEW LIVE ALBUM
CREATESTHITS — cyepyTiiNG's (EGAL  oppriodtccD i
PROFESSIONAL HELP i

NEW ALBUM FEATURING - - ANYTH GOES ¢
COMBUTER CAMES, CASTAWAY, S NGl EM: n‘i{;f.fg}‘si’i?m
PEORIE AND HOPE! A COLLECTION OF MARC HUNTER, JOE WALSH,
THEIR FINEST WORK . PAUL CHRISTIE, RICHARD HARVEY LIS 9 MORE TRACKS:
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THE ROCKMELONS

For those who missed the Rockmelons® very occasional shows over the Last two years, they went something like this:
put 8-10 people on stage, give them a bunch of synthesisers, guitars and a Speak And Spell machine, then call the whole
thing a ‘party’.

Now with the push of a major record deal (Truetone/Polygram] the 'Melons would seem to be forsaking the intimacy
of special shows for the anonymity of big bams with major support slots.

“Some people say i's a bad thing." says head Melon Ray Medhurst, “but it's not — we can still do weird and
wonderful things.

“Because it's such a big concem, to do it as a hobby is not commercially viable. With sound systems and 8 or 10
people we'd just lose money, so we're trying to make it pay for itself.

“We always had the aim of being successful, of being able to do this all the time. The early days were about us not
wanting to do it the traditional way. i we had gone through that pub grind | don't think we would have survived.”

Ray, the "Melons frontman/songwriter/ringmaster forms the core of the group with the Jones brothers, Bryon and
Jonathon. The other ‘Melons in the now stable line-up are singers Peter Blakeley, John Kenny and Sandi Chick,
keyboardist Vince Dale and guitarist Peter Kennard,

The group's actual birth was at Sydney punk venue/Italian restawant Garibaldi's in 1978, where Ray and Bryon would
hold parties and put together ‘silly groups’, of which the Rockmelons was one, playing reggae versions of AMARCHY IN
THE UK to outraged punks.

The ‘Melons were then put into cold storage until . . . “The new version grew out of me coming back from New York
just before the club thing broke here and being bored with what was going on. In Mew York you could go to say, fowr
clubs in a row, and there was music everywhere. Here everyone was dressed in black and playing in dingy pubs that
closed at midnight. | really had the desire to do something new.”

So Ray started deejaying during the new club push and still does at Sydney's lamison St] while hoiding downtown
warehouse parties. Now it seems the early patrons of that push are more interested in cabemet sauvignon than Cabaret
Voltaire. “The people who got into clubs initially | think are a bit like myself, a bit bored with it, the same as they got
bored with live music. | think they're having dinner parties now.”

SWEAT IT OUT is the band's second single (TIME OUT (FOR SERIOUS FUN] was their debut] and features the angelic
wvocal chords of Peter Blakeley. “The hardest thing has been transiating the live show onto record,” admits Ray. “We get
50 much variation with ditferent people singing different types of songs. Il take us a few records before we leam to do
it right.”

Mark Bradridge.

JANUARY '8¢
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of a year before their debul clbum come oul, Lone Justice was
the bunz ol Ihe music indusiry in Los Angeles. Vocalist Maria
Mckea, nol yet 20, was sald lo have a voice thatl was either a
cross between Emmylou Harris and Chrissie Hynde, or maybe
Dolly Parlon and Janis Joplin. A liftle bit couniry and o lof of rock

and roll

With lop producer Jimmy lovine (Tom Petty, Stevie Nicks) at the
heim, the bond's Geffen LP had a hard time in the end trying lo crock
the commerciol rodio secior: country stations thought it was 100 rocky
ond rock stafions thought it was joo couniry. But no-one doubls thal
Lone Justice is still @ new band fo reckon wifh.

Mckee, who looks like o fresh-loced Madonna, is e younger sister
ol Bryon formar of leg ¥ &0
group Love. She begon singing as a leenoger, ond by 18 hod hooked
up with guitarisi Ryon Hedgecock, bassist Marvin Etzioni and drummer
Don Heffinglon. The fledgling group wos adopled by rools rockers like
fhe Blasters and Ronk and File and soon come o the affention of Tom
Pefty ond his Heoribreckers, who penned LT's first single, Woys To Be
Wicked, and provided musical

Despite the countrified edge, McKee thinks of hersell as o rocker
first, and names Janis Joplin as hor greatest musical influsnce:

“When she sang.” says McKee, “she put everything inlo the song,
avery emotion. She mode every song seem like it wos going o be her
last™

w Latce Rodgling group adopled by roots rockers
g iorie Mckee I not yet 200

Ethlie Ann Vare

he vivacious
young U.T’s as
they are called
in their home-
land, started out in
Los Angeles as
Southern California’s
answer 1o the Specials,
Madness and the Beat
Soon the group broa-
dened from being a
Two-Tone revival
combo into an eclectic
six-man (plus three
horns) bi-racial troupe
doing everything from
Motown 1o funk 1o
hard-edged pop. With
their debut album
Wild Child", the
Untouchables go! their
first taste of commer-
cial success

“We've all grown
up together since we
were kids.” says guita-
rist Clyde Grimes. "We
always did everything
logether — baseball
football, surfing. This
was the linal extension
of our coming logether
as friends "

From a club perfor-
mance based in
Hollywood, the band
started opening shows
for the likes of UB40
and Frankie Goes To
Hallywood. An indepen
dent video and record
won acclaim and
industry awards. Now
they're starting lo
headline halls themsed-
ves, but their upbeat
spontaneous shows
have not lost that
youthful exuberance.
“We still like 1o play™
says Grimes, “you still
joke around. i hasnt
changed. I°s still fun

Ethlie Ann Vare

THE UNTOUCHABLES
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London. These days she's very much o solo artist. She's finished a debut album

In the US and for the first Merran release, selected one of her own compositions, Oh Chimera.

mthropubbondmllldeulmlas.ThnboqdbouMoutbu!
sign up to o British label, she dropped her droma studies and headed for

the strength of her voice and songuwriting abilities. As o student in Sydney she
Merran had already been singled out for

erron is o young Austroliondn-exdle who Is ready to win wide recognition on

Merrog

Maerran: Sydneysider who dropped her drama studies and headed for fame In London.

EIGHTHWONDER

sstined
op unrlr‘

ighth Wonder are, il seems,
make some impression on th

over the coming 12 months

How much impression will have a lot 1o do
with their 17-year-old Llahy doll singer Patsy
Kensit, arguably th ol "86, and the way she
is ‘pushed’ in the months. Already she's
been on the cover of Brilain's Just Seventeen
magazine being plugged as The New Madonna'
and she's also had a cover of Tatler, the
revamped sociely magazine. Patsy. and the rest
of Eighth Wonder, are being managed by Graham
Ball, from deep inside Spandau Ballet's
Reformation management agency

Patsy hersell has jus! finished filming for the
lead female role of Crepe Suzette in Ine eagerly
awaited musical version of ‘Absolute Beginners
The band’s first single, Stay With Me. did
moderately good business in Britain and a
vigorous, sexy clip will probably not hinder its

progress elsewhere

Despite protesiations to the contrary, Patsy
and her band are ‘connected’. She met Spandau’s
manager Steve Dagger and Gary Kemp at a
luncheon for up and coming young people in
show business. It happens all the time. This led to
the director of "Absolule Beginners' being invited
to an early gig and, hence, the film part. Eighth
Wonder are in with the Sohao in-crowd

Patsy has already done considerable acting
work. At four years of age she played Mia
Farrow's child in ‘The Great Gatsby’, a year later
she starred in Birds Eye television commercials

as Miss Peapod. She has appeared in ‘The Bluebird'

(filmed in Russia) with Elizabeth Taylor, and the
play "Silas Marner’ with Ben Kingshey

Her stage moves owe more than a little to
Blondie’s Debbie Harry although she’ll deny it
Just recently Eighth Wonder did a university tour
of Britain, The audiences were predominately
male
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“Every night there were about a thousand
boys,” says Palsy. “and they go absolutely
mental trying to pull me off stage. We've ha
gel security in because it’s been . . . so wo

Does the group appeal to girls?

“We've had quite a few girls along but at
moment, I've got to say, it is full of boys

Do you feel the sex symbol angle is being
played a little too strong?

“No, | don't dress like | do to please anybe
I don't think I'm as obvious as someone Ii
Madonna. | don't show everything. I'm more of &
tease — showing but not delivering the goods
she says coyly.

Patsy Kensit is 18 in March and wants 1o e
bigger than Madonna

We'll see

David fmwem
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Wings. but

I's do three interviews, walk-on MTV and write a song all on the same day.”

Mr. Mistor: =

eﬂalnlv one of the freshas! — not 1o say

stranges! — rock sounds This season,

is emanaling from o band based in

Jomestown, New York. deceplively

called ihe 10,000 Maniacs. The name

Is misleading, a3 me Dona plays o 40 s
ish brand of
more of Falrport Convention than the rancid
lggy Pop slyle you'dassume from Ihe
maniker,

Lead singer Nolalie Merchan! is he core
of Ihe band, which recorded two successiul
Independent records in Europe before signing
to Elektra in the US. Her complex, intelligent
lyrics and pure voice complement the
intricate musical arrangements thal make the
band stond out $o much from the crowd

“I've always been amused by words,” said
the singer. She likes fo avold the “imoges used
in pop music, sticking with one fired, old
formula.”

Coming from a fown ol 30,000 population,
the Maniacs slarted their coreer playing in the
surtounding fural regions of New York State,
whete fhey hod friends with whom to crash. It
was four years belore they had their
commercial breakthrough, bul they dont
regret keeping their small-lown roofts.

“Il there's o scene already going on in 3 =
your lown,” says guitarist lobeng llucgh_ "you 10,000 &0's style of Fairport C
feel like you have lo become a par of it
Wnere we come from nothing was going on
T'just got accepted We didn't have lo be like ofher bands, becouse
fuate school thete warenl any olhar bands.”

Ethile Ann Vare Ethlie Ann Vare
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school but
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nk my ot d I'trer\( wowy, such o

Wihich brought Me m {name ispired by Johnny Storm of the Fontostic Four,
trivia fons) to Melboume's neorneat big thing, An Affok, in whih he ployed

=

After recording some demos for LWEA An Affoirs Mfling come to the crunch when
singes John Justin (who had o minor nit last yeor with “Magic™) dedded he didn't
enjoy ploying Ive.

Loter during o tour of New Zealand with The Hip Si
Thearists Bryon Colechin, Alon Cottermole and Lonce Porlyn. The four teomed up
usth An Affolr guitarist Peter Cook (previously in Jomes Freud's group) to ogain
todkde the record

WEA signed the group before they'd set foot on o stoge. opporently seeing
them os ftting in in the Models. Machinotions-INIS brocket.

JANUARY '8¢

bent ot odds with the Cublst surounds
which Sterm soys will become mofe.

s are Sy ond the Fomily Stone and Ohia
% vany Malbourmne, all flowing lods and cowboy
@ Look?
it soys Stomm. “Thae old rodk ond roll thing in T-shits
g especolly whan people ore poying 50 much money to see

Fweore of the boredom foctor inherent in some Iive performances, Domino
Thaony hove incorporsted some of the props used in their video, olthough Storm
soys the moin oftroction (s thot Domino Theony, unlike mony contemporanies.
howe more thon thelr quoto of “bone-fide™ ployers

Storm's more thon passing resemblance to Michoel Hutchence moy olso be o
talking point, which Stu soys could requine o major hairout reassessment

But longenity Is more thon lodks ond the length of o bootloce tie. Doming
Thearny don't Wwont to be set up only to be knodied down,

“We're not half cocked obout things”, soys Stom. "Ilke keep moving on. even
If some people don't like it Thot's whot makes for o longer Kespon

i lot of Australion groups don't think for themsalves. Maybe in the old doys
vou could ploy like Ultrovor and get oussy with it 'cos they wouldnt be coming
out hare for o long time. But with 5o Mony overseas oroups tounng here so often
It 5 just not good encugh to be & copy.”

e Mk Brodridge
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congenial bunch

of people who
[ ] @ make a nice cup

of tea and have

the disconcerting
habit of punctuating their
conversation with Scottish brogues
and Italian accents. So much for
sensational revelations. They also
form a band which came about almaost
by accident. |.T. was originally a
short-lerm writing /recording /video
project that, as they're happy 1o say.
proved such a fruitful mixture of
talents and personalities that they
made it permanent. “This is the first
time I've bean happy to get up in front
of a band and sing my own songs”
says Gabrielle Williamson. she who
fronts the band on vocals and writes
alot of their lyrics. Also with us for
the occasion are Ross Ogden on sax,
harn arrangements and keyboard:
Geoff Barnes on guitar, bass and
drum programmes and Michael James
on keyboards, bass and drum
programmes. As the roster might
suggest to you, technology plays an
important part in 1.T. Animpressive
array of equipment: percussion
synthesizers, drum machines, digital
Sequencers. etc merged with the
directive to ‘Dance’ (as one of their
songs has it), and lyrics about
romance and of course, dancing, It
forms an infectious mixture that has
already been heard on ABC Radio's
Cooking With George album

Do I.T. believe they're missing
some indefinite quality in the lack of a
human rhythm section. or is that just
old reck traditionalism?

“Ithink it's a myth” says Gabrielle.
“If anything this set-up is better
because it tends fo bring out
spontaneity in the rest of us. We know
exactly what the rhythm section is
going to do so that leaves us free to
do whatever we want in our own
areas.”

The band spend a lot of time
keeping up with the electronic
hardware, programming their
equipment. Does the reliance on
technology ever lead them into any
sticky situations? “Only when we lirst
started” says Ross. It used to take us
nalf an hour to sel up. And the first
time we played with the drum
machine, it started playing things we
had never heard before — nobody had
any idea what was going on!”

Fortunately those teething
problems were soon ironed out, well
enough to now plan a mare extensive
live schedule and a first E.P. “We're
waiting for a particular producer”,
says Geoff. (He won't say which one )

The hard part has been choosing the
songs. We've narrowed It down to
about twice as many as we need.”

The subject of the band’s name
provokes conspiratorial laughter
amongst the members. It seems they
arrived al it by a process of eliminating
ust about every other possibility, “We
recious time in the
around with weird
ames. - says Gabrielle. “We kept
Tung up with things fike That
Uitraviolet Thing On Your Doorstep
we're hoping topublish them all in
paperback some day "

That should be good for a laugh
But in the long run, you'll have to see
7. o believe LT

Rosa Senese

INCORPORATED

A foursome who want to
high school together in
Sydney. formed an outfit
called Moving Parts
recorded a few singles
and promptly broke up
Howaver, the lure of the
biz proved irresistable
for Mark Woods (sir
guitarist, pr -
songwriter), Geoffrey
Grey (bass Martin
Sinkovic ar

Nada Sinkowic eyt

>, and the single
Sex And Fame points a
8l way to the future
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DIRE STRAITS

Straits on the da

SEND THIS ENTRY FORM TO: “TAKE 40 AUSTRALIA™
Countdown Magazine, PO Box 2000, Lane Cove
NSW 2066.

THIS COMPETITION CLOSES LAST MAIL 31st JANUARY, 1986,
S0 HURRY!



THE RESURRECTION
SHUFFLE

The Church are the unsung heroes of
paisiey power. They stuck to their 12
=tring guitars whilst everyone around
went synthpop. Mark Bradridge decides
fhev¥ - ewme has arrived at last.

f you'd thought The Chorch kad

-

e

o CHIR-E-N-N-N-N-N.
!_g,:ln :

T

N split up sometime last year, yom
might be forgiven. Or perkags et
Misconceptions, it seems, rus sile.
“And | know the reases.” sags
drummer Richard Ploog. “the media
here is old, balding. sexist aad swer-

of leaving this group. | wast tn sick
it out uotil the ead.™

“If people paid a litthe more atteation, e
wouldn't be these misconceptions,” says
Willson-Piper, he of the jangly 12-stving
Rickenbacker guitar

Granted, but it's bees 2 quist 18 moaths or =

whose last Australian recorded owtput [mmtd
had been the EP ‘Persia’, in mid-B4. Their
long-player was 'Seance’ in eary 83 Bat
Church have in fact been quite basy.

Warners Brothers America signed the
‘84, released 2 compilation aibem of Be B
‘Remote Luzwry’ and ‘Persia’, while the pugp
toured there in the last hall of that year promating
it

The album topped the US college charts, batt
while not exactly earming them 2 Rolls Reyce apises

Scot Walker's moch-ignored ‘Climate for Reasas’”
“It's much more focussed” says Michedl
“We've done our mysterious bit, and eer leib e
bit. Now it’s time for something more pumchy
more bight-hearted, ‘deep without 2 measing” ™
s a first in that we 2l contrilated B B
suse. while teve did the jymcs Becamse we Be
saed t3 do it cogether, 'z come aut betwr San
agthicg w2'se dose inm Ghe pasi™ sags ey
“Walsh brought out 2 lst in Steve s waice sy
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breaks through.”

The albom was held back so it could be simul-
taneously released worldwide, to counter a previous
confusion of various albums and EPs being released
at different times in the US, Australia and Europe.
The Church have now untangled themselves from
their English label Carrere, who Marty says held on
to them for foer years “and did absolutely nothing”.
The relationship did at least give the group show-
ings in the independent charts as the UK, then
Emu started championing the group’s neo-psyche-

Iirlm it seems, see The Church as part of
the much-hyped “new guitar movement", alongside
the likes of REM, uum:.mmum.

“It's just another pigeonhole,” says Richard.
“We're not that ‘new” for a start. We were doing
this when it was very out of date and everyone

was into synth-pop.”
Are you amused o see similarlyinspired music
now eodl: into favour? %
Marty: “Not really amused, More frustrated.”
Richard: “In a way frustrated, but if we get our.
due respect and success which | think we deserve
worldwide, then OK. i not, it would be unjust.

play our records, | don't know
It's likely The Church will be gi

o about it. | just hope we can some-

Pioneers” status, while the superiatives w it intn their silly system.”

at their US peers. ~ Rickard: “There's been 2 lot of talk of ‘Austrafian
Richard: “But that's Mh - ! . bt that's not the case. it's a super-

look through rock history, ‘and 2 lot of groups who aren’t played

JANUARY
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Members of Australia’s most exclusive

It’s called Club Australia.
And what it offers is this.

Firstly, two high interest
accounts. One helps you live
today. The other helps you
save lor Lomorrow.

You'll get a Keycard.
The card that does your
banking for you.

Charge-free
bank cheques.

And our Club

)

newsletter, Newsbreaks, will be
mailed to you regularly.

It’s full of straightforward
advice on money and includes
{)rf(_‘r!i Lo h(’,‘lp y(}u gf"l li‘ll"‘ most
from your dollar.

There’s even a
competition with
great prizes.
You can join Club
Australia by opening a

Keycard Savings Account,

club.

(if you haven't already got one)
at any Commonwealth Bank
branch.

But there is a catch.

Membership to Australia’s
most exclusive banking club
can only be yours if you are 21
or under.

COMMONWEALTH

1:7.1,/. 8
Australia’s leading bank.
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he hurting and the pain has gone

for anyone to believe
if you thought for a moment
me yoL ild not resign yourself
to your fate No No No No No Ne
that if it's written in the stars that's fine

™
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late baby now it's too late
ah Yeah Australia Pty Limited
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Will you keep B

WIll o eap Bn
Wl yosg hndp me

COUNTD WS

Words and music by M.L. Gore
Reproduced by kind permission Rondor Music/Silent Ship

COUNTDOWN MAGAZINE HIT FILE

IT’S CALLED

A HEART
DEPECHE MODE

Chorus

There's something beating here inside my body

And it's called a heart

You know how easy it Is
To tear it apart

If | lend it to you

Will you keep it safe for me
I'll lend it to you

If you treat it tenderly

| There's something beating inside my body
= And it’s called a heart

There's a sun shining in the sky
But that's not the reason why
I'm feeling warm inside

=g The answer isn't classified

It's my heart

From the moment | started

| tried to be good hearted
Yes | tried my best

And more or less

| spoke from my heart
There's a lot to be learned
And you learn when your heart gets burned
Repeat chorus

Hearts can never be owned
Hearts only come on loan

If | want It back

I'll take it back

I'll take my heart

But | will try my best

And more or less

| will speak from my heart

Yes | will speak from my heart
Speak from my heart

There’s a lot to be learned
and you learn when your heart gets burned



ARCAHDIA

Wild kind of look to the da

Opening eyes impale neon flickers

She moon she turning away

The city's her stage

But cheating his mistress

All over you as they say

Rumours or rivals yell at the strike force

Hi guys by the way

Are you aware you're being illegal

It’s making your saviour behaviour look evil
‘Scuse my timing but say

How'd you fit in with this film flam and judy

Chorus

Maximum big surprise

Your smile is something new

| pull my shirt off and pray

We're scared

And bound to suffer the heat wave
Pull off my shirt and pray

We're coming up on re-election day

COUNTDOWN MAGAZINE HIT FILE

Don't even try to induce
In all my restraint there's no hesitation
All the signs on the loose
‘Cause sanity’s rare this end of the hard way
Shadow's are crawling out of the subway
Any way that you choose in any direction
W_m. to confuse me

epeat Chorus

By roads and back ways

A lover's chance downwind

Cut open murmurs and skies be calm
Hang on skin carry further on
Entangled strands all sing

Saving sometime to slip away

We could dance on

Shouldn't be asking wild and scheming
Could be my election day

Stretch my luck down the way

To your invitation stretching my body
Use your intuitive play

‘Cause maybe we have more playtime than money

Lyrics reprinted in Australia and New Zealand
by kind permission of CBS Songs Australia Pty Limited
All rights reserved.

B A N G (GET ME TO THE DOCTOR)
DEAD OF F 2

The other

MAGAZINE HIT FILE ustralia) Ltd.




=i play the leeches fame
et sectied in thas place
dgers terms are in disgrace

A sgsal chance and an equal say
Sex egeally there's no equal pay

Ger your brains blown out in a captains mess
cand for the Queen If you can stand the test
% all thrown in and the lies come free
And you can be all that they want you to be

Repeat Chorus

O if you work hard you can be the boss

But if you don't work at all that's nobody’s loss
There's room on top if you dig in low

The idea is what they reap you sow

With an old school tie and a reference

You can cover up crimes in their defence

It's all thrown in and the lies come free Words and music by Weller/ Talbot

Ooh you can be all that they want you to be Reproduced by kind permission Castle Music Australia

Sl

THE LODGERS

COUNTOOWN MAGAZINE HIT FILE
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Model Michelle Roberts tells you how to save

a fortune on top-name cosmetics

“You’ll get over $40* worth |
of famous-name cosmetics -

for only $8!”

“As amodel, it’s easy to spend a fortune keeping
up with the latest cosmetics. But since I've
iscovered the Universal Beauty Club, I can

now iment with [
fraction of the cost!”

'his is how it's possible

I'he famous cosmetic houses like
Coty, Helena Rubinstein, Innoxa,
Mary Quant, Max Factor, Revlon and
many others, are eager for you to try
their superb products. They know
you will love them, and therefore
want to buy more in the shops. So
they've made them available to
members of Universal Beauty Club
at far below normal prices. What a
beautiful way to save money!

Send no money

Overone and a half million women in
Australia and Europe have already
joined Universal Beauty Club, and
now you have the chance. Send for the
Introductory Collection and examine

Priceless beauty secrets —
YOURS FREE!
You'll also receive, absolutely,
free, a copy of Universal ¢
Beauty Guide with your F 4
Introductory Collection.
It's compiled by cosmetics 4
expert Doreen Miller, /
Founder of Universal Beauty
Club and best-selling author of “Let’s
Make-Up." It will give you the inside
tips and professional secrets you need
10 make the most of your cosmetics.
A
r.‘.(.‘.'.'.,":.\ Universal

i Beauty Club

176 South Creek Road,
DEE WHY. N.SW. 2099.

make-up at a

it, free, for 14 days. It contains over
$40 worth of famous-name cosmetics
yvet, if you decide to keep it, you pay
only $8 plus $1.95 p&p.

[

A truly fabulous offer! But that’s not
all. Every two months or so, you'll
receive another Collection worth over
$40 {(often much more) and another

To: Universal Beauty Club Pry. Lid.,
176 South Creek Rd., Dee Why, NSW 2099

issue of Universal Beauty Guide. If
you decide to keep it, you pay only
$16.75 plus p&p. That's a saving of
over 50%!

No-risk Guarantee

If you don’t want it, just return the
complete Collection and you owe
nothing. You are under no obligation
to buy, and you can cancel or suspend
your membership at any time.

So don't delay! Send the coupon
today and receive your first fabulous
Collection. Our members tell us they
love receiving our surprise packages...
it's like Christmas every time they
come. And many items make great
gifts too, if you can bear to give

them away!

stand that 1 will be entitled to receive—on
a —an exciting new Beauty Collec-
tion worth over $40, every two months or
s0, at ::Pq)c;::]mnberpthdﬂ&ﬂ
(plus ). 1 can return, complete, any
&lll.ltcﬁm I do not want without owing a
cent and can cancel or suspend my mem-
bership at any time.

Send no money now!

*At mamagfacturen rvommended prices. TOTAL - UBC 036

P'Code

Woiete
(1 16 signature of parent or guardian

My Age My Hair  MySkin My Skin Type
16-19 [ Blonde [ Light [J] Normal (]
2025 [] Brown [] Medium[] Oily [J
26.35 [] Redhead(] Dark [] Dy [
S6orover ] Black [J i

= Notsure[ ]

(State which)

Offer valid omly in Awstralia







From Sydney to South America, we went in search d‘is
year’s future fashions. From denim to Disney, from hats to
headbands, the megsage,is clear. The show must go on!

-
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PAUL YOUNG: Birthday — 17th January. “1984 is. ..
¥ CAPRICORN December 22

a4
EEH
7

[/

January 20

| HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HAPPY NEW YEAR. CAPHICORNS! Jamary will be an important
month 10 get your act togesher for the year to come. A celebratory New Year will
quickly dissolve into your serious, workman-like intentions. Enjoy the month,
spread yourself around and begin new enterprises afer the 1 1th. Look at your
financial sination and tihe o few calculaed risks. 1986 heralds many changes
— it's an fmporsint and powerfid year! Life is definiely looking up!

AQUARIUS fanuary 21 - February 19

Aquarians, afier the New Year excitement. sit down and work out your carver
possibilities or plans for this year, Ambition is one of your strongest usges at the
moment and Jamary provides you with an opporunity to get moving, [se that
well known charm and mental agility to permmde others 1o see your viewpoints.
Sometime during fanuary (most likely afier the 11th), you'll feed like retreating
into plexsant solitude for 2 while.

PISCES February 20 - March 20

famary will be a wonderful month for you, Pisceans. t's a ime when all your
friendships are highlighted and you will feel lowd and in demand. bt's abo
possible you'l discover a group of people who talk your langmge. You may even
R do some travelling this month, if %0, ok forwand w plenty of acrion and
excitement A friend may prompt you in an imporant decitlon you mest make
reganding the fumare.

Y ARIES March 21 - April 20

Arierss, you'll put a lot of effort in%o your personal goals and plans, hoping foe
recognition and success this month. However, waich oot for your inkengions
getting misndertood by athers on or arund the Bth. Afier the 1 1th, progres
becomes quicker — you're more positive. Break up the hand work with plenty of
snctaligng — best days are afier the 20th A person may enter your [ife who has
a very strong effect on you

TAURUS April 21 - May 21

Taureans, see if you can escape this month; take a holiday — as far away from
home as you can affond! There's 3 chance of 3 celebration happening for you, or
i ination of some mec ok vou've been doing. Don't get 100 disheanened
H others can’t maich you in your — your present strength and
Independence dated, and there may even be
those who seek

GEMINI May 22 - fune 21

Geminis, the beginming of 198 sees you atempting 0 produce your usaal light
hearted playfulnes. However, you really do feel very seriows and inserse at present
— some days even ghum! Rather than making this 3 problem, why L
chance w0 pay moee attention to your health, routines and gene:
yourself. You will most likely get a great deal accomplished this month as your
powers of concentration will be bener than sl

r|r1"|'|llx your '»(-s.llcll

an imporont and powerlul year.™

PETER PEDRO'GILL F
TIMMY PAGE

Jan 10
Jan 13
Jan 14

CANCER fune 22 - fuly 22

(Cancerians, people vou care about will ke priority this month. All your relation
ships will take on scemingly greater significance and you feel more than
to sacrifice personal desires if the need arises. On the Sth, a close friend ¢
Inspire you in some way, of 2 new person may tum up who holds 3 sery
attraction. In some way there will be an air of enchantment attached w this
penon

LEO July 23 - August 23

This month, Leos, your health and vtality may sl be on your mind. You are
looking for some ways to improve o punfy your diet and fix any recent trochles
Happily, your health will, in fact, be much better and yoo should achiew these
aims. Exercise as much as you can, 100, as you'll have a bot of surplus enemgy
bum off. Avold domestic hassdes by berting off sieam before getting home

VIRGO August 24 - September 23

Virgos, the end of the Christmas season finds you still in festive spinis. Go on
camy on New Year panbes 2 while longer! You're Blely 1o be very vocal
dramatic this manth: singing, dancing or just arguing a lot Jamary s a gre
time 1o assert yourself, 10 ask someone out whom you've been drooling over
ages! The new moon on the 11th coud bring a new. exciting romance

LIBRA Seplember 24 - Ociober 23
Home or family maters may occupy voor attenion this monh, Librans. A
of personal security may arise that needs to be nesobved. A feeling of

confision may be bothering you a1 present, and no mater how much
s0r it o, |t seems 1o persist. Chances are, you can'l cvercorie
10 possessions or safe ground — it's high time you mowed on

SCORPIO Ociober 22 - November 22
Watch out this month for the Scomplos!®! Jamary sees a ¢
emenging from within and you feel dynamic and bursi
caneful not 1o employ ‘overkill’ tactics on those amu
thetr say! Many new and exciting ideas will come 1 ¥
1o put them into action, especially after the 11th. W
COMe 10 You

SAGITTARIUS November 23 f)mu
Sagiuarians, it would probably be wise
Something you hold dﬂ' fmay
leave you with 2 sense of perso
this matier, so it may not be a5 b
10 pecower your self esteem, and

aber 21
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Feeling lonely is one of the millions of
perfectly normal human emotions (even if
it's not one of the fun ones). The thing is,
to feel lonely ALL THE TIME is not so normal,
and you might be needing some advice to
help shake it off.

Coastanily lsaely peaple share some persesal charactensics.
They ssually put temseives down, have low sefl-tsteem. feel they
e misundersiood, foel that their pareats doe'l lave Sem easegd
or don’l spesd entegh time with them. They are harder ln et by
laew 2ad e vol pood 3t commumicoling Buwr inner fesings wifh
peogie

Yoo don't have 15 be alone 1o fee bouely. b fact, foekg
aiesaied i 2 room full of people can be much ‘loneier’ s
passing time by yoarsel. Lasefiness has soding 1 do with e
amouel of friends you have, 's De ity of Bt Hieadship
which causts
MNew Mid in Town?

If you've moved, or become bored wlh the activities avadable
is your immediate neighbourhood thes maybe you shoc fnd ot
more abost whal there is 1o do. Lok wp some Tooth Cestres i

Coustry ks kave 2 fairly special isolation prok_m, especially
if you're ioo young to drive 2 car aad get about by yarsell ¥

|-|ma-'lmtnumnhqn L]
st learm bow o speak in public and bow 1o ‘pretend” [which is
very wsell in trying o look comfpriable whes you're dying of

fis af some stage. N passes Mo oider fnend, o 3 Bamily reative
[especially pasdpareats] cas really save e fay by reasswing
you that pveryting is ainght
Inner fears

Ml ol s have fears about purveives fhat oftes sisg o5 fem
expressing oursehves fully: for example, Ssking we 2w fat. gy,
Stupid, Ine inteligeat, oo wewd or tae dull

The best way ls deal with B is 1o by 2ed change purseives
Mot in 2 big way at first, but in smal, easily acommplished ays

For ezamgle, if you think you are fal. 5ol yoursed 3 goal bo
lese 2 small amoust of weight (2 couple of ks w s e s 0
derabics class with yoor mother [y io thare activities) o maybe
for 2 walk with 2 friend. Whes you've dose Bis. sl pewrsed!
nother simple, short-lorm peal. e oo time, you'l be feskag Better

yoursell

Sometimes e secrls we hold aboot swseles an mon
seriows. Perkags you feel (or fear) you are Bemesermil or that
your thooghts are mad or vislest. Thers is 2 whole mage of
emotions taf preses! Memseives for the fis! Gme duving

aod ey can inhibet o3 from relatiog & our peers

s best in this instasce o find ae adult you trust o share
these feelings with. A family friend, school comseller or lacal
yoeth worker will wsslly provide 2 helplel and shies reassaring

|

Family breakup

Divarce affects mone than 50 of hestralia's yoolh Kogwing
you are in fhe majecily, bowever, doesa’) ssmally help o releve
e pain of being lorn Between twy pavests [especialy af Christmas
and New Year)

Talking about you feslings with yoar parents (s prokably the
hardest thing by do [even thoogh o would aisy be Be besi] Tour
pareats conld wel be coght op i Bew g fment bat
They do care aboul you, and ey do waet 1y hagw what you'ne
feeing.

¥ you caa’l ok aboot # wih asy member of your amily
look wp the Family Crigis Contre in your phome ook They're gt
of Touth and Commenily Services sod Bew boes ace open well
s the might.

Migrant families

Beisg gart of 2 mignst famiy can provide same maique
[rabless., especially f pu a2 firs? prserates kevvaiian ged atiesd
a8 Jegle-saren domemgted whosl

Migrant pareats can often have bgh expectitions of theds
sans and sirict rodes for v daghters This can be exasperaling
when you are box betwees bwen ways of e and in fact many kids
lead two patiely differest fves s del with it

¥ you're lesing B kattie and your parestssincl reles mean
you'e spending 2 et of Sme by yowrsed, try and fnd 2 conpramise
that 3t feast pets you oot of Be howse and inta some compasy.

Charch proes can b very good for this. Even il you're mot
particalarly devant, 2 least you'l be ool of the bouse meeting
hew peogle and ofies Dy orpasice some wasml, fe grow
Ny

Specul ethuc proeps oftes have mght aad weekend classes
o feach aspects of @er cultere. Tou could leam mare abou! yoor
pareals rasitons (hey'd bave tn be defighted). Bance classes an
particatacly good 25 you're bousd is meel young people with exactly
e s problems 25 you. “Problems shared are problems kaived”

Ooe of the kardest tings is nol piving in o peer pressare
Maistaming yoor individuality at this Gme can be very Sfficalt It

By Sheridan Jobhins
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WANT TO BE A ROCK CLIP MAKER?

WANT TO MAKE A VIDEO CLIP FOR
| MENTAL AS ANYTHING?

WANT TO SEE YOUR CLIP ON THE
COUNTDOWN TV SHOW?

YOU CAN?Y

Find out how in the February issue of
Countdown Magazine

The Countdown Magazme/ Gold_ Crest Muesh Bar

Details in NEXT MONTHS issue of Countdown Magazine



PEEK-A-BOO
GUESS WHO

ast month our mystery Rock Shot
was of John Taylor
This month we've got another
mystery Rock Star to identify and
another Kodak Rock Shots gift package
valued at over $160.00 to giveaway.

The winner will receive a Ké Kodak
Camera — it's neat, compact and 35mm
with built-in autoflash, fill-in flash for
backlit subjects, auto-wind on, auto
exposure, and fixed focus. Plus our winner
will also receive 5 rolls of Kodak Film and
a Poster Print — a specially produced
photographic enlargement of our monthly
Mystery Rock Star.

And each month FOUR runners-up will
also receive a Giant Poster Print.

All you have to do is identify who this
month's Mystery Rock Star is and then in
25 words or less tell us why you'd like to
win a Kodak Rock Shots gift package. Fill
in the coupon on this page and send it to
Kodak Rock Shots, PO Box 2000, Lane
Cove, NSW, 2066. Entries close 30th
January, 1986 so hurry!

. Kodak Ké6 Camera,
5 rolls of Kodak
Film and 5 Poster

: KODAK ROCK SHOTS COMPETITION
: NAME 3
: ADDRESS POSTCODE ......cooovccrerrens -
: STATE
: The Mystery Rock Star is :
: I'd like to win a Kodak Rock Shots package because...................

58 COUNTDOWN JANUARY '8é



This is your LAST chance to tell us what you
really think. Have your say and leave your
mark on the Countdown Awards '85.

VOTE NOW! Voting closes Friday

21st, February 1986. Send this voting coupon to:
Price Waterhouse, Chartered Accountants
Locked Bag 20, Chatswood P.O., N.S.W., 2067.
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Mt Bputar Austreliin Mole Feformes:

Nt Fpaler fhutrisdiin G

R e e RPN . To be fair Price
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Most Tapidlay ntimatimad Aot (Mot Aertadiin) — . only count one
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VHS

VIDEOMANIA

BRITISH ROCK — THE
R L

ILR.U.H.A BRANIGAN

CHRIS de BURGH

RICK SPRINGFIELD — M
I_HE BEAT OF THE LIVE []RUM el

ROCK BOOKS GALORE
ANSWER: SEAN PENN «

oot

STEWART COPELAND —
THE RHYTHMATIST

INlolilLhi|Lialdinlolo

c fo, VIC

MONUMENTAL COMPETITION
ANSWER: THE NIPS ARE GETTING BIGGER




ROCK "N ROLL
MANAGERS

A showbiz blue-blood, a student in

criminal justice, a friend of the band, a

one-time pop star, a footballer . . . can

By 12 years of age, CHRIS ML
W

anyone manage a rock ‘n’ roll band in the
80's? We look at the colourful apprentice-
ships served by some of our top rock

198"‘ and was asked
I never wanted 1o be
said. "I was happy on f
breeding horses, working
agent. The world never appea
looked like a dirty screwed-up pla

But the band members did a
INXS became the cornerst
Management which als
Models. while MMA Musi
publishing interests of artists
Tribe, Beargarden, Dropb
Morris and Jonathon Colema

WHAT DOES A MAI\IAGER Do?

“Everything!” barks Chris. ¥

you're involved in every financial
tion, contract negotiatio
agreements, recording v
production, marketing int i
tax could be a whole job on s ow
wanted it to be.’

MAKING IT WORTHWHILE:
lucky enough to manage two
whose members | really do like
travelled around the world, met a lot
people. Sure, there's access to free recc
movie premieres =

FUN QUOTA: "Fun is Wednes
morning when the Kent Report come
that’s a highlight of my week. You ¢
actually see me jump on desks. Fu
flying to Perth to see Models play,
nervous for them. They sold ot
seats when a few months age
couldn’t sell 800,

HAZARDS: "Other people’s p
hate all that "What have you been o
chat. I'd rather be home watching T

DEADLY DEDICATION: ~
once said to me, ‘Would you kill f
If you don't feel that strongly ab:
should stay home and let the ba o
Chris Murphy, putting INXS on the international map, and taking Models to new chart heights someone else,”

bands’ managers.
ek

|
|
|

| (}i:: Paul Clarke)
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KATHIE GRADY could have been the
governor of Cell Block H! Her background
was in criminal justice and before finding
a niche in the music business via a
temporary job, she was licensing foster
homes for teenage felons in the US

She fell in love with Sydney during a
10-day holiday five years ago and stayed
on, to learn the ins and outs of administra-
tion at CBS and Virgin, before deciding to
manage the fledgling rockers Full Marks

She has spent the past few months in
Los Angeles with the band's singer
songwriter David Adams, who is brushing
up on songwriting skills.

WHAT'S REWARDING? "'Nothing!™
she sighs. “If I'd known it was this much
hard work, | probably wouldn't have tackled
itl There's certainly no money involved;
the satisfaction is in trying to do the best
you can. Sometimes you get down, but
you have 1o realize that's all part of it."”

MOST EXCITING MOMENT: "We

were playing in Queensiand and staying
with relatives of the band out of town. We
were driving home in the middle of the
night when Break Down The Walls came
on the radio and we realized what we
were out there for.”
PERCENTAGES: "I'm paid as a sixth
member of the band. If | had taken 20
percent from day one, we probably
wouldn’t still be here.’

PERKS: "l go to the Manzil Room
Irce""

WHAT WILL YOU BUY WHEN THE
BAND'S FAMOUS? At the moment, I'd
probably put a new clutch plate in my car.”
M A NAGER

1 8- =23 Sl tr

Being a “friend of the band’ led STUART
COUPE 1o his first job as band manager;
the group was Hoodoo Gurus. "l got into it
as a joke. They'd pay me $10 a week 1o
use my phone number. But as they
became less of a giggle and more popular
it became an obsession with me. | loved
the style of music they played and wanted
them on Top 40 charts.”

Despite a career in rock journalism
and the fact he co-owns a record label, he
found the experience “"phenomenally
different”. “It's one thing to be number 15
on a interview schedule and quite another
being with a band all day.”

Today, he manages — with Yanni
Stumbles — Dropbears, Paul Kelly and
the Coloured Girls, X, the Amazing
Woolloomooloosers and their occasional
offshoots the Joeys and the Glitter Thang
He is not, he has come to realize, the jet-
selting, desk bashing kind of manager. I
am still ostensibly a fan,” he said.

HIGHLIGHTS: "'Seeing Hoodoo
Gurus on stage at the Ritz in New York. I'd
always had a dream they'd get to America
and play at the Ritz."

GOLDEN RULES: 1. Never write
about a band you manage. 2. Every band
should drive to Perth once, so they
appreciate their East-West air tickets
thereafter.”

Vince Lovegrove. Divinyls monoger

MANAGER PREREQUISITES:
“"Sense of humour. An understanding of
the machinations of the music industry
Instinct and ability in selecting people to
do what you can't. Belief in the people
you're working with.”

WHAT'S IT REALLY LIKE? “A child-
minding centre.”

Divinyl's manager VINCE LOVEGROVE
has had first-hand experience at being a
pop star. He was, with the late Bon Scott,
singer with the Valentines, which had two
Top 40 Hits, in 1969, and 1970. He says

“I's had two main advantages
although some say it could be my biggest

disadvantage 1. You see things from
the artist’s point of view, not the manager's
the accountant’s, the record company’s
You can’t NOT think like the artist. if you
don’t make allowances for a clear creative
pathway, the artist gets stifled. 2. Most
people in my era ended up with nothing
or, worse, owing money. | vowed that
wouldn't happen to Divinyls.”

HIGHLIGHTS: "The Firsts signing
to an overseas company first up; recording
our first album overseas; our first
American tour (6 months in 1983); prepa-
ring for our first fully-fledged Australian
tour coming up in December, January and
February.’

MAKING IT WORTHWHILE: "Being
part of an organization from which Chrissie
has achieved the status she has. She's
definitely the first real rock ‘n’ roll singer
in Australia.”

WHY DID YOU DO IT? “| saw them
in their early stages playing to about 12
people and | fell in love with them
hadn’t seen a band that excited me as
much since the Easybeats or the Rolling
Stones.”

IMAGE-MAKING: “What you see is
what you get; but if there is an image |'d
like to think I'd manoeuvred it properly,
making sure they weren't exploited and

burnt out by the media. It can chew you
up, ride on your back then spit you out
when it's finished.”

PERKS: “Being able to get my 10-
year-old daughter, Holly, backstage 1o see
Bruce Springsteen, Jimmy Barnes and, of
course, Divinyls.”

moaAN

At 20, STEVE WHITE had to make a
difficult decision; become a full-time
footballer or stick with a game that was
earning him money; singing in a band. He
was playing rugby union for Parramatta
in the first grade Colts, and had captained
represantative sides for NSW. The music
won out

“l would have done all right with
football,” says Steve, "But apart from the
social side of things, thera’s nothing in it,
no money. I'm 30 now and | would be
finishing my career. |'ve no regrets.”

Today, Steve manages Dragon and
Marc Hunter’s solo sideline as well as
Stewart D'Arrietta. His apprenticeship

included singing, promoting rock tours
and travelling the world as Little River
Band's tour manager

“| figured I'd been everywhere as a
tour manager and | had nowhere else 1o
go. Becoming @ manager was a logical
step. | wanted to be my own boss.”"

THE DOLDRUMS: “Trying to establish
an artist and losing all your money while
you're doing it; that initial struggle. It can
be frustrating when no one else can see
what you're on about.”

FINEST HOUR: "The resurrection of
Dragon, in particular the Sydney Entertain-
ment Centre show in '84; that was a big
thrill because we'd got there after so
many in the industry said it was a flash in
the pan.”

PERKS: "There aren’t any, the respon-
sibility is immense. No one says ‘Boo’
when things are going right, but when
they go wrong. it's all your faultl”

Susan Moore

T TAKES ALL SORTSHE
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DEBBI
BYRNE

THE AURA OF CALM confidetice
Debbic Byme exudes these days has a
It

Her much-publicised vicrory over
drugs may have gor plenty o media
publicity, bur it's vor unnl you sit down

ch ol inspir ik

with her oo chat abour her careers, (ves,
that s plural). her Family and her ongoing

aratitde o drugs, that vou fully compre-

hend how shie has marared and blossomed
Tind o refer 1o her as a former
1 of Pop seems wnally inadequare

Q
Alter more than six menths in the hit
musical Caes, her first theatnical ventare,
the r ¥ her first feamre film Rebel
and  her larest '
impessstble 1o fabe

e

tlbum, 1t's . become
her. Singer, dancer,

MOVIC aUtress entertaines
1% divele wonder thar near the end ot

cals

our char m her dressing coom she re

shie has com il a =
show i the vem of Shirley Maclaine

Bor that’s in the furere. And the
fur she points out, & somethi
fever reallv plans .

The Persuader album, for imtance,
evolved carly Tast vear. and was in fact
recorded durmg her rebearsal period for
Cats. 3
1'd finish with the Cats cast around
Gpm and stroll down o EMPy studios here

m Svdney, " she sand

plated nan

i she

“le ook about twe weeks 1o do the

vocals. ™
The songs. represent her eclectic stvle

and range and deliberately avoid a sngular

aste m music
There's evervthing from contemporary
rock v ballids,” she said

Her own raste, privately, rune o
contemporary jazz, which she sinps at
hiome. but claims ot o do very well. Her
nge 15 superh i the production numbers
tor Rebel, a film criticised for failing 10
reprodluce faithfully the Andrews Sisters

and vther 40s sounds
I ask how she reades to such eriticm:
“1'll amswer m the most. diplomaric
way | can because 'm not the producer of
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the director of the show. ™ she wiys
It weas not my decision o make it a
=perund prece. Whae 1 will defend s
thar 1 thoughe 1 did pood work 0 st
Musically Um bappy wath s 1 ehank there
are hints of the #k there, there s enough
of the 405"

**Th
their wwange awareness of things, o 1
don’t thmk it matters a grear deal i they

story is about two people and

wearing strctly period costume orit's
strictly

period musie. The period  does
have a lor o do with the amimdes of
people, bur redlly, they haven't changed
that much over the decades,”
I2¢ wedes she didn’s find domge
her first dramaric film role difficuls
And 17
quickly.
“It has a lov to do with who you're
it
and the enjovment that everyone else was

hie o

v ot being cocky," shie adds

waorking with, the support Crew

iz ot of it | don’t know one person
whe did not enpov Rebel. We had a lor of
fun doing it And it was a hard shoot. The
adrenalin. wond ger poing, 1 would get
nervous.”

She was a religions artender at
“rushes T, the mightly sereemngs of

tootage from the previous day

“Becanse 1'd never done it betore and 1
wanted ro gauge myself and see whar was
happening. A lot of i
of order and context of the storv. Rebel
and 1 said

s done so much ot
goodbve  long  before  we
actnally met. But | Jove working. So
there's nothing ditheule abour it I might
bephysically tiring and the concentration
may be exhawsung. bot yvou only feel it
when vou've finished. ™

“And vou' ger home and think. €
feel stuffed, but it feels good.”
She” admits Mart Dillon
lenie o work with
He was far more experienc
was with film. but not necessarily in
And although 1'd never acted in dialogue
1'd acted in singing. This time there v 1o
band behind ypu and you have 1o crea

was 4
I

chal

ilm

different fr

rhvthin.! she said. “Film technique s fae
m film, “Bur M
ity of the seript,
found thar unnerving ar tmes. He wasa'e ]
ad-libhing, There would be the Tme, e
e wouldn't end where you remembered &

T nevers,

stuck 1o the o

it did oo the seript and you'd be reacting
lot, and t brought out a ereat deal i
me, made me work a lor harder. Buor 13

didn’t allow it 1o Galter me. Quite olien
when he did at, it added something 1o the

scene it's just that he never bloody

rold vou he was gomg to doie”
Her dressing room. ar the
Roval s decorated with the traditional
telegrams and Howers :
Bur most mmportantly for Debbie are
her danghtees, Arja and Lavren,
withour doubt the two most importans

I'hearee

photos «

people i her lite

Arta, she savs, was aware of what she
went through with driges
“Bur it's taught ber chat af things are
they don’t have ro stay thar wav. You

t
can make them better,” she savs, moving
across o ger ane of the photos

Ar the older of the
immensely proud of ber mother and parn-

wrls,

cularly her theatrical and movie roles
telling
strangers dlike, and  even  embarassing
mum i tront of 4 huge poster of her in
the ety *

When
Debhie 15 1

*1 heheve 1 can help people and 1 ey

to answer their questions responsibly,” she

to the pome of triends  and

the drugs quest v raised.

r from defensive

savs .
w4 doctor or a chemmist, Bor |
them formation Lgan. 1
are most likely 1o rake
¢ Iike me; who's been =

"

*'m

Iry 1o g

think voung pe

notce of swome

it, than other pe

ake everv etfort o el
. that it

any h a probl
10 be happy with

get past the pont

e Wi




A battle with drugs
reintroduced Debbie
Byrne to public
attention, but these
days the focus is on
her blossoming
singing and acting
abilities. John
Hanrahan talks to the
star of Cats and Rebel.
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6 LPsIN A SUPPORTING THE
LIMITED EDITION AUSTRALIAN
BOXED SET MUSIC SCENE

Rk =
sHCE o BakBogg

80206/11

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION BOXED SET

Featuring 6 LPs from bands around Australia.

* LOVSeBLUR * THE TECHNICIANS * TO OT IEVILLE *
* ARCTIC CIRCLES * BOOM CRASH OPERA * BLAME STELLA *
* THE DUST COLLECTION * THE GARDEN PATH * PINK SLIPS * DANCE PARK *
* BAMBOOS * FEMME FATALE * MUTANTS OF DESIRE *
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Dearn Fasciat Bully-Bogys

Hi, my name’s Rick . . . yeah Rick — you know, from The Young Ones (ABC, Tues, 11pm)
I don't really have to introduce mysell, do I? After all it's well known that | am the most rau
and popular member of our household sigh, snort Anyway — st Vyvyan and Neil
shopping. | thought I'd write to you about the small matter of a photograph printed in last month's
issue of your magazine. You see some obviously politically unsound member of your stalf decide
to print a picture of that farty-breath Vyvyan Basterd in the front pages. This greally upset other
members of our commune: who wish to remain anonymous — namely Mike and Nell
they feel personally threatened by all the undue attention he's been getting of late after all
wants 10 look at pictures of that nerdy — or Mike and Neil, come to think of it — | certainly
and neither do all the girlies out there, right kids? So why don't you print a big spunky shot
instead? You could even do an interview with me (obviously for lots of money). or even an artic
about The Young Ones . . . right on!

So come on Countdown Magazine, just drop me, Rick, a line C/ 15 Credibility Street, London
— also, before | forget could you write PERSONAL on your letter ‘cause it looks really street and
have a letter sent 1o you with that written on it
Ily all you kids oul there can be really street and cool by buying Neil's single ‘Hole In My
Shoe’, ‘cause we oops, he needs the money.
Yours ever Young. Rick.
P.S. Thanx lo Anna. Sam, Cathy & Lou — alias Kickaboots, for buying me the stamp 10 send this
letter

Dearn Donald,

Congratulations 1o ‘Countdown’ Magazine for the art
November issue of Countdown Magazine

It is good 1o see a youth magazine, with the gloss appeal of ‘Countdown’, making youth a
of issues that CONCERN their present and future well being. Could it be that Australia now has
youth-culture magazine similar to Englands ‘New Musical Express’, which operates on many
and is not condescending?

As a 21 year old | am well aware of the difficulty thatl surrounds youlh in the eighlies
Maintaining good self-esteem, setting goals, achigving goals, and coming to terms with sex
are daunting tasks. In an Aus ia currently made up of many sell-interested people who are
willing to maintain inequitable status quos the lasks are even harder

Voices such as “Survival Kit’ are important, thay help quell the alienation and the occas:
helplessness felt by many young people. | guess that unlike youth of the sixties we don't re
have the numbers to make any signilicant changes Unemployment doas tend lo keep peop
minds on Survival in present more than implications for the future. Thank you
taking a stand for youth and for making a few more young consciences aware of su
ISSUES
Yours sincerely,
Gregory Young.
Toorak. Vic:

Dear Ser,

| am totally and utterly horrified! | bought Countdown Magazine Oclober issue, for one rea

the U2 poster. There seems to be something rather { though, there are two mem
nissing from it! Yes, Larry and Adam are not present, therefore the poster should be titled l

or ‘Bono & Edge’ bul nol “U2

Now | ask you — what would Adam Claylon think? He was in Australia for a few w
holiday and he might just pick up a copy of this mag and see “U2" printed on the cover
print toal), flip over a few pd and, gasp! see that he is nol in the picture now is
hospitality7??? No it's Adam, poor boy. will probably have seen the mag before he
2MMM interview and it could have been the reason why “U2" won't tour until 1987! Help!! Do y
realise another 2 years away!!
Signed, Bano's Black Hat.
Edge’s Brown Suede Boots,
Adam's Chain,
Larry’s Baelic T-shirl,
Cherrybrook. NSW.

Sorry about the "Bono contention”™ — maybe it's the band you have when you're n
Clayton for a Larry)!

Dearn Editor

In your Fabruary edition of “Countdown” magazine you printed my pen pal advert in tf
Pal’ page. | would like to thank the magazine, as | have thoroughly enjoyed the respo
received. The flood has finally ended with about six hundred replies total. | now ex
with about 10-15 various pen pals from all states of Australia, America and Japan an
received replies from Saudi Arabia and Hong Kong!

Though | have a couple of ‘sour’ letters (chain mail and ads) t

| would also like to congratulate you for making Countdown M
opinion the mag has been vastly improved since the first

cle on ‘The Governments Youth Package |

work
Paul Ordeman. Perth, WA
Dear E4,

Did anyone realise that new up and coming le
what is printed on the sides of glassas in our
Helen McLean, Shoal Bay. NSW
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I've discovered the perfect formula for today’s mega-successiul pop group. If you want world
domination, all you have to do is find someone who is a eross between John Taylor and George

Michael

Don't worry about that little thing called musicianship, just as long as there is a pelvic thrust
here and a pout there to make you look and feel important, and seriously, could you call Simon Le
Bon a singer? Yet Duran Duran are swimming — or rather sinking (times.are hard) — in an
overwhelming sea of money.

Or if you find a shortage of “John Michaels™ simply employ the nearest female willing to wear
underclothes on stage and sing about those naughty virgin birds and bees. Bul.please no more
make-up boys as that phenomena has washed off with the influx of AIDS (no decoding the
abbreviation now, and no offence, I'm just being hypothetical),

With this plan of action you're sure to succeed! In no time little girls and boys will be cluttering
wwr guttering, screaming for your every movement, throwing on stage crulchless and edible

ies, and strangely enough, peaple won't laugh at the way you dress anymore but identity with it

It's all in the cause of being a popstar. And soon you'll be so self-important that you won't have
1o frouble yoursell about those annoying money bags called fans (na Fears. no Tears) — after all,
they're anly attendants who put the petrol in your Porsche,

Your goals will rise higher — let's subjugate the world! All girls not.in uniform - cruciiix, bra
and half-way tights — certainly have no fights.

Now I'm a satisfied little pop-star I've achieved so much, But

|oining Gary Glitter is really not at all in touch,
Am Immaculate Per

or

cepl
P.5. Could Pop Music really only be Skin Deep?
Howsaboul crossing Simon Le Bon and Madonna? This "Mabonna™ would supply ifs own

“navel" rescue in case of

Dear E4,

Sea disasfers!

please, my fans, stand by me as

| went to my first REAL concert on Thursday night. Well, pul it this.way. | went 1o the first REAL

concert in my area. Yes, it was those unreal spunks from X-Men_ In fact | might as well take this
opportunity to thank those Uncanny X-Men for a fantastically, oul-of-ihis-world concert. But what
happened to Pseudo Echo?

d also like to say Meatioal, go .. er

jump ira lakel Il Albury is such a boring audience |

don't know what you expected! Maybe we Just.don’t like poots! | think | screamed too Joud for tog

long, yes, you guessed if,

T've lost my voice!

at your heart out George Michael, Duran Duran, Paul Young and the rast of the guys | just

ripped off my walls to replace with my few X-Men posters!

Anyway gotta go stare at those gorgeous fellas on my wall
From Brian's make-up, Beechworth VIC.

P.S. What about some of the ather gig bands coming up here??? Give us a go!

An oif-the-wall case of Bwian damage. methinks .

WANTED T0 BUY
URGENTLY" 12 inchi single
of Like A Virgin and Lucky
Star. bath by Madonna,
Also wanted nn{mnnm
Madonna Thani
Susanne M. PD Box 81,
Virginda. SA_ 5120

LI R |

Warited: Any Sex Pistols
photos, infarmation,

Whlling o pay. Lisa

Collser, Raslway Parade

Mungindi, NSW, 2406
]

Al you U2 fans ol there,
F'm desperate! | nged
anyihing on U2 Books.
posters, etc. I you have
any exiras o Style
Council, Spandau Ballet,
don'l hasitate — WRITE
FIRST! Write to: Calette
Brus. 9 Grange Road,
Glentiaven. NSW, 2154
LI B

Anyone who has Uncanny
X-Men books, ar Brian
Mannix badges of posters
from their concer! at the
Sydney Entertainment
Centre on October Bth. Will
pay reasonable price if in
good conditien Please
contact Miss Sharon
Wilkingan, 9 Kurrajong
Cres. Blacktown, NSW,
Fall}

To all Duranies and
‘Whammies, | have a
special edition Japanese
Duran Duran 7 of Plamet
Earth (Picture Sleeve) 1o
=8l | also have two Wham

recotds. They are!
Everything She Wants, 12"
and a special plcture
sleeve of Bad Boys, 127,
Best otfer gats the buy.
Craig, P, 19 Karmnak Cit.
Gler Waverley, VIC, 3150
LRI

I'mioaking for a copy of

Jdames Freud's "Break.n?

Silence™ album 10 buy |

you can help, please wiite

10; Jodie Hubm, 42 Dawson

St Camperdown, VIC, 3260
LN A

WANTED: Anythi
concerning Duran Duran
please wiite 10°H. Masijic
13 Gulnare 81 Miliner,
Darwin, NT, 5762 P'S. Wil
pay any price.

L e

Anyone out there who is
crazy abaul either hea
Davies o Boy George
betler write 1o me. | have
one double skded poster ol
Iva Davigs (keehouse) and
two fol the same) sauvenir
posters (double sided) of
Boy George and Culture
Club, to swap or seli. For
imyselt | want 1o buy or
swap any Brian Mannix,
Uncanny X-men or Billy
Joel posters. Also it
anyone out there has the
singles of “Say Say Say”
by Jackson and McCariney
o “You're Only Human® by
Billy Joel, please drop me
a line. Last but not least,
anyone out thers who has
any old scrigls. posters,
records of tapes from any
old musicals would be

pl!iﬂr appreciated by me
5 Finalty. even though
this guy wasn't A muso.
anybody with a pastes or
Information on the late
John Erik Hexum woukd
make me Ihe happies!
person alive All Jotters.
will b angwered. Write Io
MG PO Box 227.B, Bay,
N5W 2536

LR

Wanted to buy: Dra
albums “Universal Radio”,
3 ed Gardens For The
Blinid” and “Fiji Bitter™ by
Mark Hunter, Also any
Dragon and Mark Huntes
singles, old or new. It
amyone has or can get
hald of the Dragon "Body
and the Beat™ poster wilh
Mark lighting a cigarette] |
wil pay a VERY pood price
far it 1 alsa have lats of
posters to Swap on just
about anyone, just who
you want Send your lefter
1o: Tanda Schitko, 10
Glazebury Crt
Langwarrin, VIC 3910
(A ]

Would anyone Iike to
switp the poster from
Snoobah” by
INXS (as when | bought
the album the supply of
posters had run out) for a
nn%enmler of John Tayler
of Boy George? [both in
pood condition). The size
of each paster is about
B2cm x 90cm. The INXS
poster must be in good
conditian. If you would
like 1o swap just write Io
me and we'll work it out

Sandra Whiting. 2 Ewan
St, Caburg, VIC, 3058

L)

| would like 10 s#ll
“Australia’s BEST! Music
And Images” colour VHS
videa (in stereo | Has 60
ming of Eurogliders, INXS.
Splt Enz, Aussie Crawl,
Manda Rock, Men Al
Work. Mentals, icehouse,
Cald Chisel and many
other top Aussee bands
Used once before It's
oing for $16.000.0.0
iwhich includes postage)
Also one massive Michael
Jackson poster (approx
92 x B6cm) in perfect
condition for $4 50 Send
boc Michélle Willsmare.
Summartown, SA. 5141
LR

Three Culture Club records
Miracle/

for sale: “It'sa

{541 and “The Medal
Song” 7" (82 500, Wrile to
Jane Marian at 16 Lofty
Avenue, Hartwell, VIC.
Had

Wanted to buy: The Sweet
Lp's: “Desolation

Up”, Contact, M H!::t':.ols
Micol 81, Highett VIC, 3180,
LA

I am willing to par wilh

my “Anabas Look Book
Series”  Culture Club
book. 1t ot inclodes
full calour pictures (30cm
x 30cm) but it also has
biographies on all four

members. A must 1ar all
Club fans. To take
advantage of this once in
a Ife time opporiumity all
you have to do ks part with
$10.00 and thes brand new
Culturg Chub Encyclopedia
will bt yours. Dont
dawdle, start writing now
t0: B, 1 Banksia Drive,
Farest Glage, OLD. 4305
L

To sell. One wiite, size 12,
Duran Duran T-shirt
“Duran Duran” written i
bilue and red with Chinese
of Japanese styls.writing
on itin Goed
condition. | would like §10
of nearest offer
Also one T single ol
“Head Over Heels” by
Tears For Fears; only been
played twice. $3 Almast
anything on Bruce
Springstesn as lang as s
areasonable offer. | have
pasters/articles on mogt
Qroups which | would like
1o exchange for anything
on-Bruce Springsteen, Go
West, Wham!, Live Ak,
USA for Africa, Band Aid
#ic Ml Gibson or the
movie “The Outsiders”.
Write to: Karen Williams,
F50 100, Milabena, TAS,
T35 PS5 Please enclose
plions mumber
L]

JANUARY

M3s/
JUMS/ANY

Send those pleas,
offers, bargains
elc to
Buy/Swap/Sell
P.O. Box 1000
Milsons Point
NSW 2061
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prove they're not money for nothmq (4.7
Money's simply too tight for him to mention (3)
Sean Helly is one. (5

Whot va's house is made from? (3)

This Corey will never surender (4)

Aon Thiesson's one of the X-M.. (2)

Time Bondits trovelled on endless one (4)

This heartbrecker's rather petty (3)

P 1) was an lover? (4)

She revived RAngel Of The Morning (init) (2)
Hadley's ballet (7}

They hod an obsession (9)

Bamy, Mourice and Robin share which sumome? (4
They'll toke on me? (3)

Where Bruce was bom (3,

She's no gambler! (7

Dancing with Mick (init) (2)

Ronnie Jomes (3)

What ZZ Top went ou: on a limb for (3)

til tuesdoy guitarist (init) (2

. Tolking Heods P, ... Moking Sense (4)

What 24 Down might prove to be? (3)
€merson, Loke ond Palmer keyboardist (init) (2
Band Aid's brain (init) (2)

Deod . . Ailve

ACROSS

37.

40,
42,

Sent o man overboord (222 )
u_;hqt nm and Nancy Wilson have (5)

Init) (2)
He got people ready with Jeff (3)
How you'd stort o letter to Prudence (4)
Poul Weller's confection (3
A Prince princess (init) (2
The Hids made o current one (5)
Mi-Sex singer (init) (£)
What two con do with the Crowl (4)

. She's Leon's Hoo-de-Toh (4

Jm Herr's colleogues hove simple ones (5)
Guitor-toting Ange 2)

Stuort Goddard's better-known first nome (4)
In heoven over the summer of ‘69 (init) (2)

A stor might buy o new one with royalties (5)
What Rebel Yell Billy is (4)

And they donced, (7

Whaot girls just want to hove? (3

33 Across hod o nenvous one (5

Aliniters beot

oko U2's Poul Hewson (4

On the Electric Avenue (4,5

Answers next issue.






One of the most successful stage musicals of all time, A Chorus
Line is set to be this year's dancefilm blockbuster. John
Hanrahan talks to director Sir Richard Attenborough and star
Michael Douglas.

‘“Step...step...
kick ... kick.

Shoulders back . . . that’s good . . .
now . .. turmn and . . . step, step, step.
The energy, the rhythm, hips
swaying, arms thrust high, pulled
in, bodies turning. legs kicking.

**Okay!

"*The girl in pink, the boy in the
white head band, the girl in blue,

Cheryl, Greg!
“The rest . . . thank you very
much. Okay, the second

combination.”

We're centre stage of the famous
Mark Hellinger Theatre on Broadway.

Twenty superbly built men and
women move as one back and forth
in front of huge mirrors.

It's audition time, Or, if you like,
elimination time.

“The rest” . _. well, they're rejects.
The kids who, 10 minutes before had

e

come nervously to the theatre in a
myriad of sweatshirts and tracksuits
cherishing a single hope — to be
cast in the latest Broadway musical.

In a single sentence their dreams
are dashed and they're back on the
street, heading for coffee or their
apartment, or. maybe, another
audition,

The choreographer, prowling
between, calling the tune, knows
exactly who he wants

This is the opening sequence from
the film version of one of the most
successful stage musicals of all ume,
A Chorus Line. §

It captures the essence of what
the film and the lives of these
talented, striving young people is all
about.

And behind it all the emotion of
dreams dashed or realised.

Sir Richard Attenborough, whose
triumph with Ghandi made him one
of the most sought-after directors in
the world, was given the task of
bringing all of that to the screen.

‘11 COUNTDOWN JANUARY '8¢

And Jetf Horpaday. who
choreographed Flashdance, has had
a smorgasbord of talent with which
to work and create some of the most
stunning dance sequences ever seen
on film

In many ways. the film is like
holding a mirror to those floor to
ceiling mirrors at the back of the
stage.

Images are repeated seemingly to
infinity as some of America’'s
most talented dancers and aclors
tried out for a role all of them had
lived through dozens of times.

They all knew the tension and the
very likely situation that, however
desperate they might be for the job,
they would be dismissed,

“Of course, the thing with
producing a film like A Chorus Line
in New York, is that the depth of
talent is so great. | mean, | could
have cast it three times over and still
not lost very much,” Sir Richard or
Dickie, as he prefers to be called, told
me.



“The cast we've got is outstanding.
Absolutely superb N every
possible way."

They include names and faces at
hest barely known to the public
with two exceptions

Audrey Landers, from Dallas, and
Michagl Douglas, play two of the
more identifiable eharg

Douglas, in particular
pivotal role of Zac, the
show's director.

And, as in the play, he tends to
spend @ lot b not all, his time in the
stalls, talking to the various aspirants

Douglas’ casting was one of the
surprises ol the film.

| was moving my family to New
York, was looking at different pictures
to do, they sent me Chorus Line
I'd heard long histories of the script
and thoughi huh, should be interesting
1o see what they've done with this,”
Dauglas told me on location of his
next film Jowel In The Nile in
Moroceco,

| was pleasantly surprised the

trs
has the
UPCOming

stript maintained the essence of the
musical in terms of the characters
and yet was very, very contemporary

“1 loved the idea of working with
Dickie, loved the idea of the chance
of making Zac come together as a
character, and loved working in an
ansemble

Of course, the film has allowed
Attenborough to take his cast away
from the confines of the theatre

and those boys and girls who have so
many reasons for wanting the roles.”

The story of the film also spreads
across the same tight timeframe as
the stage play.

It's set over one afternoon of
auditions, with some flashbacks to
help us flesh out characters and
backgrounds,” adds Douglas

“The other thing that's hard 16
believe in a way is how much

stage and open up the story ¥

and the characters lives and
backgrounds

“It was like doing theatre and a
movie at the same time," says
Douglas.

“1 knew we could shoot into the
stalls and that it would be a fun part
to play. But as it’s turned out there is
much more to Zac than | could have
expected

“He sits down at a desk, a couple
of times he gets up on to the stage,
but most of the time he's locked
there in his chair. But there is still
that terrific interaction between him

d g has i since the play
first opened in the 70s it's so hot
and physical these days. And he's
cast the kids very well,”

the cast is Nicole Fosse,

Ims daughter of former Broadway

choreographer turned Hollywood
director, Bob Fosse, whose films
include Cabaret. She plays Kristine.

“The only other name that might be
identifiable is Vicki Frederick, whose
films include California Dolls with
Peter Falk.

One of the outstanding
performances to watch out for,

though, is Alyson Reed, as Cassie.

JANUARY
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SEVERED HEADS
Stretcher (Volition)***
Deceptively named Severed Heads
have always to my mind sounded like
they should be a manic acoustic doom
merchant band of cavernous proportions.
Their classic Dead Eyes Opened is
included on their album “Swretcher
which as it turns out is an ebectronic
ditty of surface pop and deeper macabre
and black humour. Stretcher’ is an
album for 1985, reflecting all the
confusion, speed, fear, humour, humanity
and inhumanity of our age; yet wrapped
in the most instantaneously catchy music.
That isn't 1o say the "Stretcher” is
shallow — far from it. You get both the
instant gratification demanded from pop
and the rewards with repeated spins
that make it all worthwhile. An album of
ambience and depth

LET'S ACTIVE
Cypress (IRS) ****
THE THREE O'CLOCK
Arrive Without Travelling
(IRS) *

TORCH SONG

Wish Thing (IRS) **

IRS (Intemational Revenue Service)
is the brainchild of one Miles Copeland,
American rock bigwig most famous for
putting his considerable managerial
clout behind reasonably popular combo
The Police (featuring brother Stewart)
and defunct girl group The Go-Ga's

N

Copeland's fetish is mainly for
American-inspined guitar rock, although
the big exception in the three offenings
here is Londan-based Torch Song

Torch Song's penchant is flor
heavily-textured  electronic  pop, most
evident in Prepare to Energize, a
flirtatious Eurobeat number which
became a Billboard dance chart hit in
1983.

Their backbone is the curiously-
named William Orbit, who plays virtually
all the instruments as well as
programming & vast battery of high-tech
gadgets. The other members are
saxophonist/clarinettist  Grant  Cilbert
and American vocalist Laurie Mayer
The album's big surprise is a cover of
Ode To Billy Joe, a tongue in cheek
noise intoned by Mayer in a kind of evil
Southern child semi-whisper

The Three 0'Clock are an LA-based
foursome who previously recorded two
reasonably popular indepandent albums,

‘Baroque Hoedown' and 'Sixteen
Tambourines’
Despite their moniker and

paisley/satin image, The Three 0'Clock
are not the expected retro-psychedelia
outlit, borrowing more from Merseybeat

than San Francisco circa '67. Their
name was apparently drawn from a line
of novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald's: “In the
darkest part of the mind it's always
three oclock”™

Curious then, that The Three
0'Clock’s noise, for all its busy mefal
guitars and restrained energy, comes
across as lightweight. Produced by Mike
Hedges (Cure, Banshees, Beat), “Armive
Without Travelling’ might have drawn on
some of Hedges' gothic touches, but
nstead owes more to mid-period Beatles,
Herman's Hermits or The Move

Alongside REM, Let's Active are the
most intriguing of the IRS bunch, and a
good argument for the theory that the
US South will rise again. Hailing from
the tobacco country of Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, Let's Active were formed
four years ago by mainman Mitch
Easter, whose name graces the
production credits on REM's magnificent
‘Murmur’ and ‘Reckoning’ albums. It was
while working on REM's debut single in
his garage studio that Easter got
together with bassist Faye Hunter and

POk ,cmwzﬂy

Available at all good Games Outlets.
SPORTING IMAGE GAMES PTY. LTD. (Inc. in Vic.)

467 Nicholson Street,
MNorth Carlton 3054,
Phone: (03) 348 1562

drummes Sara Romweber and the line
up eventually delivered the EP Afoot in
83

@

Their name is a spoof on Japanese
mispronunciation af English, while their
music s more consciously moderm
encompassing a variety of moods and
shapes with a vitality and buoyancy
even REM have yet 1o achieve

Standout tracks are Crows on a
Phone Line, a moodily constructed
‘country-Cure’ piece, Ring True with its
psychedelic vocal treatment and fake
ending. and Easy Does, a vibrant collage
of acoustic and electric guitars. A must

THE TRIFFIDS
Born Sandy Devotional
(Hot) ****

1985 was the year The Triffids
achieved wider recognition, afbeit at a
slow pace. Perth's finest became darlings
ol the majority of England's tabloid
music press, garmering fine reviews for
their tenacious lwve shows there and in,
Europe




Mark Bradridge)

im Kelton|

nie ther debut LP, Treeless Plain’
owing EP “Raining Pleasure’
© & new audience 10 a group
en pushing for recognition
s years., ‘Bom Sandy
= is destined to break them
out of the confines of indie cult status.

Opening stabs The Seabirds and
Estuary Bed are laced with pedal steel
guitar and strings and bare singer David
MeComb's country passions
Chickenkiller is a straightfarward
Motown rave-up, while Tarrilup Bridge
has a 50's nightclub ambience, graced
by keyboardist Jilhan Bur's plaintive
vocals

Lonely Streteh has the US south as
its (fashionable) influence. while Life of
Crime draws on scorched blues/jar
from the likes of ‘Land of the Rising Sun’
and ‘St James Infirmary Blues’,

Like Nick Cave, The Triffids draw on
southern US mythology and imagery
How this will go down with Joe and
Joylens Public in the UK, Australia and
Europe, is another matter. Looking past
that. this is by far The Triffids' most
concisely honed and confident outing
and should give them that long-deserved
large following.

JULY 14th
Australian Bite (Greasy
Pop Records) ****

What we have here quite simply is
one of the best Australian albums of
this y Brishane gave us The Go-
Betweens, Perth gave us The Triffids,
now Adelaide serves up July 14th. A
band that carves out its own musical
terrain; not lmited by current fashion or
revivalist fads, they are an eighties band
building on the diverse musical

MARC ALMOND
Stories of Johnny (Virgin)

sass

Readers will recall Marc Almond as the
voice of Soft Cell and for his recent re-
emergence duetting on the UK hit | Feel
Love with Jimmy Sommerville. This LP is
a feast of funky energy which Almond
adorns with a colour and coal
sophistication that renders most recent
electro-pop outings passe

Almond changes moods like so
many lavish costumes. The vampish
posturing on The House Is Haunted
gives way 1o the reflective lyricism of
Love And Little White Lies, while Love
Letter celebrates something everlasting
before things tum bitter as Almond spits
the words of Contempt. The Stories of
Mate Almond are @ mysterious but
compelling compendium. A contradiction
of hope and desperation. “Love is the
saddest game to play.”

STEVIE WONDER
In Square Circle
(Motown) **

MOR of the same from the man
who was once “The 12 Year 0id Genius™
Well, the kid grew up, and he's got
increasingly boring proportionate to the
fattening of the waller These days he
just marks time. Songs (ke | Love You
Too Much, Part Time Lover and
Whereabouts reveal a man who has
refined triteness to an artform. Nothing
oo demanding on the ear, y'understand,
for the comfy compact disc apres-dinner
listener to relax with and dream of a life
like a Bryan Ferry video. Elevator music
melodies behind the usual odes to LA
(The Land Of La La — no, seriously,)
A d g and tawdry love

of the mvohoed
As a debut release it sits comfortably
alongside those of the alorementioned
bands; destined to remain a cult act only
for the time it takes for word to get
around
Llend it an ear and you'll find
unexpecied rewards from the powerful
performance and energy contained
herein. At times although not comfortable
it remains compelling listening with its
fi g honesty and ght d
approach.
What do you want from an album?
Do you want lyrics and imagery that is
thought provoking — give Hollywood or
the potential single We in the West a
listen; soaring guitar to transport you
where it will — try Mercenaries (by
John Cale, the only non-original here),
of just a rush of pure raw energy with
chilling intensity — Bastille. Be it the
passion of We Kiss or the fear in the
Australiana of Sandland; whatever your
needs this four piece band (st times
sugmented by a brass section) deliver

paeans. Stevie Wonder's active opposition
to apartheid and the worthy sentiment
of Apartheid (It's Wrong) are, however,
o laudable consolation for an otherwise

uninspiring record
i e

THE UNTOUCHABLES
Wild Child (Stiff) ***

A ska band from LA%

My first thoughts (that this
anglophile outfit had sadly missed the
night boat that Madness, The Specials
Selecter and such like had caught a few
years before) are happily redundant

Indeed. Specials mastermind Jemy
Dammers produced one of the tracks on
‘Wild Child — I Spy for the FBI.

From their pork pie hats to their
allegiance with British Stiff Records, The
Untouthables are ska

Marc Aimond: “colour and cool sophistication™

Played lood
created makes other
dance a

the stomping storm

your Love arc great for catching your

breath Check i cut m

SCATTERED ORDER
Career of the Silly Thing
(Volition) ***

red Order, (or Splattered Otter
known 10 their des
s relic of a time when
boasted a plentiful supply of what could
be termed “art” bands. In these days of
Aembo Rock, however, bands [ike
Scattered Order are consigned 1o “leht
of centre” status and boldly ignored
Which is a shame when planers like
“Silly Thing' boast such a stubborn
desire to excite and imitate. This is
5.0s fourth album after “Prat Culture”,
"'l Feel So Relaxed With You™, and "A
Praying Knee and a Dancing Foot Don't
Belong On The Same Leg!™ It is also
their most “accessible”. their rademark
fusion of noise, tapes. funk and non-
singing gven clarity with the aid of

mone ¢

R of my initial sk
“Wild Child is relevant and apart from a
dubious rap number (Freak in the Streets)
wvery danceable

song
Apart from Mitch Jones' | Woke Up
Next To Ronald Resgan urban lyrics,
5.0. boast one of Australia’s best

rhythm sections. and a tasty collection
of tapes. with everything from barking
dogs to foreign films. Play it with the
lights ol

DEPECHE MODE

The Singles 1981-85
(Mute/Possum) ***

Depeche Mode have meant little in
this country, save for the early Just
Can't Get Enough and 1984's People
Are Poople.

Whether if's a general Australian
aversion to synthpop, or some ol our
more ‘red-blooded’ brethren's distrust
of boys with make-up, they're as small
time here as they are huge in the UK
and Europe.

This compilation may go seme way
1o correcting their low profile. being as
it is a compact bunch of singles from
what is basically a singles band And a
good one at that

The album traces the group's birth
as @ hedonistic electronic party combo
featuning Vince Clarke (who went on to
further the career of one Alison Moyet)
through to their {often naive] fistations
with pelitics. big and small P

These days, four albums and 12
hits, the critics are still undecided
“Footbail hooligans as sensitive wamps™
blared Melody Maker. Buy this collection
and make up your own mind

JANUARY '86
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BEVERLY HILLS COP
CIC ***

The new year starts off with a block-
buster. Eddie Murphy foulmouths his
way from Detroit 1o Los Angeles wreaking
havoc as he goes, hindering police oper-
tions despite the fact he is a cop him
sell. Many would have seen this on the
big screen and might recall the brilliant
scene where Murphy attempts to talk his
way into a high class restaurant that's
off limits to him. In Murphy's previous
successes he has worked with & partner
— Nick Nolte in 48 Hours, Dan Ackroyd
in Trading Places. Now on his own he
obviously misses someone feeding him
the lines, as there is a limit to how
often the words *?78X or #%&" bring on
bouts of hysteria. Nevertheless, Murphy
is a fine clown with a future. Baverly Hills
Copy is a very funny film and whether or
not it rves all the hype surrounding
it will probably be the video hit of "B6.

SURVIVING CBS Fox ***
Surviving shows how teenage suicide al-
fects those close to the wictims. Up and
coming star Mally Ringwald is Lonnie, a
gil who has attempted suicide once

TB COUNTDOWN

before, Gremlin's Zach Galligan is her
boyfriend. Rick. The film pulls no punches
— the fault of the tragedy is examined,
each family blaming the other, each ind:-
vidua! blaming themselves. It is hard to
find sympathy for any of the chasacters.
who are all seifish and fail to notice any-
thing is amiss.

iving i @ tearjerker. but not with-
out foundation. It is a moving story that
tackies an issue head on and should pro-
voke discussion. The acting takes second
place to the story but bath Ringwald and
Galligan show immense promise. lssue
films always run the risk of being comy
or at least terribly predictable, but Sur-
viving has enough twists and side issues
to maintain interest Definitely a film
worth seeing. but you may need a box of
tissues at hand

FALLING IN LOVE
clcHex
How can a film with no action. Kittle story
and a decidedly slow pace be a success?
Easy. Just bring together two of the
world's finest actors, Meryl Streep and
Robert De Nire, and let the sparks aof bril-
lance fly. The film's sarly sequences in
the subway and New York department
stores are briliant — the two pass each
other continuously, make phone calls
from back to back telephones. all without
noficing each other. It makes one
wonder how often these little coincidenc-
#s crop up in our day to day lives In
essence, this is what Falling In Love is
about — real life. It is belevable. and
for this Streep and De Niro deserve the
highest commendation
Falling In Love would have failed
with lesser actors attempting this study
of two ordinary people who fall in love
despite each other's marital status.

MORE RIPPING YARNS
Polygram ****

This video features three episodes from
ex-Monty Pythons Michael Palin and
Terry Jones' British comedy series
ping Yarns — The Testing OF Eric
Dithwaite, Winfray's Last Case and The
Curse of the Claw. “Eric Olthwaite” is
the funniest by far, the story of young
Eric who lives in a depressing northern
English town but who is so boring that
his parents decide to run away from
home. His only three topics of conversa-
tion are the colowr of black puddings.
the annual rainfall reading and shovels
Next up is Gerlad Winfrey. an English
hero who becomes sick and tired of
saving his country and takes a well-
earned holiday. However, he inevitably
gets mixed up in a tale of suspense, in-
trigue and a lot of fun. The Curse of the
Claw combines Burmese headhunters,
bubonic plague, scurvy and Christian
morality. What a mixture!
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TEN YEARS IN AN
OPEN-NECKED SHIRT
Polygram ***

Poetry can be fun, just ask John Cooper
Clarke. This video is a vehicle for the
poetry of Linton Kwesi Johnson, Attila
the Stockbroker and others, but is predo-
minantly about John Cooper Clarke in
concert, in interviews and occasionally
@t leisure. Street/political poetry s
J.CC's speciality. A couple of classics
are on this video such as Beazley Street
and Evidently Chicken Town, but Salome
Money and Psycle Sluts (my faves) are
conspicuous by their absence. The prob-
lem with Ten Years is that it is
essentially @ film for devotees. not for
the uninitiated. Great fun, great message.
great guy

XTC — LOOK LOOK
Polygram ****

If any group can be said to have mastered
the art of the three-minute single, XTC
is it. Andy Partridge and the lads prove
conclusively that this is the case on Look
Look, with great hits and clips such as
“Making Plans for Nigel, ‘Life Begins at
the Hop', ‘Generals and Majors’ and
‘Senses Woerking Overtime’. Spliced
between the songs are interviews with
the band which give some insight into
XTC. but it is the songs that make this
an outstanding music video XTC are
truly a ‘pop’ band in the style of Squeers
— fun, wholesome, non-political music
made to entertain. Look Look spans four
years in the life of XTC and stands as a
fine testament to their ability as song-
writers and musicians

FALCON AND THE
SNOWMAN

Roadshow *****

Two bright young stars. Timathy Hutton
and Sean Penn star together in & thrilling
tale of espionage full of suspense and
emotion. Falcon . . * is the story of Chris
topher Boyce and Dalton Lee, two young
Americans who stan salling confidential
secrets 1o the Soviet Union. one simply
for the money, the other out of a moral
duty. The film has references to Austra-
lia — alleged CIA activity behind the
downfall of the Whitlam governmant —

Timothy Hutton and Sean Penn Os superspies
Boyce and Lee in Falcon and The Snowman

but this is just one twist in an engross-
ing film. The photography and direction
are superh and the story moves along
smoathly, but it is Penn and Hutton wha
dominate the production. Each one works
off the othes, forming a partnership that
will hopetully flow on to other films. “Fal-
con and the Snowman' is a great film
and certainly the pick of the month.

WILD LIFE CIC ***
Mindless, mundane fun is often essential
to escape the demands of everyday life
Wild Life falls into this category. Yet
another teen comedy, no batter o worse
than the others featuring deviant school
children. all-American college boys and,
of course, plenty of available women
Christopher Penn is Tom, likeable tough
guy who shares an apartment with his
friend Bill {Eric Stoltz) and the result is
chaos. Bill's girlfriend Eileen tries to
break off with Tom but doesn't totally
succeed, Eileen’s superior at work, David,
is trying to get to know Eileen better,
Bill's brother — Jim — belriends a Viet-
nam veteran ete. eic. Confused? You
won't be after watching this wild, mun-
dane fun

TUFF TURF Roadshow **
The Kinks once sung. ‘Wish | could be
like David Watts', and perhaps this film
should be subtitied, ‘Wish | could be kke
Morgan Hiller', for Morgan is a young all
Amencan hero fighting truth, justice and
the American way single handed [or a1
least armed only with his pushbiks)

Morgan (James Spader) is the new
boy in town and immediately runs into
trouble with the school heavy, Nick Houser
(Paul Mones) when the two find them-
selves after the same girl, Frankie Cray.
den [Kim Richards). Music is & predomi-
nant feature of Tull Turl. Southside
Johnny, Lene Lovich, Marianne Faithiull
and Jim Carrol are among the contribu-
tors and provide a welcome break from
the monatony of constant street life
images

The chmax is a bit too cliched. In
the words of the production nofes, ‘As
Morgan arrives af the warehouse, the
hour has arrived for the final confronta-
tion with a heavyly armed Nick and the
Tufis! Can you stand the suspense?
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Joa Morton plays an extraterrestial who makes his way through Harlem in
The Brother From Another Planet’.

SILVERADO

This is @ hugely stylish, spectaculady
widescreen vision of the wild west
frontier from “Big Chill” director
Lawrence Kasdan,

U's got all the essential elements
fer a good shoot-'em up, including range
wars, cattle barons and crooked sheriffs,
covered wagons, honest seftlers and a
n keeper with a heart of gold.

Hostilities flare up when the guys in
slack hats demonstrate their low regand

for law, order and human life to the
citizens of Silverado. With some old
scores to settle anyway, the four
reluctant heroes (Kevin Kline, Danny
Glover, Scont Glenn and Kevin Costner)
add some new ones to the tally for
revenge and the big showdown is
inevitable. The remarkable cast includes
Linda Hunt as Stella the saloonkeeper,
Jeft Goldblum as an cily cardsharp
called Mr. Stick. Rosanna Arquette plays
the sturdy pioneer woman, Brian Dennehy
is the badguy sheriff and John Cleese
plays an unexpectedly serious lawman

I's a gnipping adventure wath lots of
action and an offbeat, laconic sense of
humour throughout And it runs more
than two hours, so it's great valve in
$/minute/ enjoyment terms.

BROTHER FROM
ANOTHER PLANET
“There's no shortage of movies
about aliens visiting us.” What makes
‘The Brother From Another Planet
special is the brilliant.  wordless
performance of Joe Morton in the title
role. Along with John Sayles' clever

scripting and direction, it goes 1o make
this low bodget-5F-folktale into a
bizarre, humorous and perceptive film

The Brother is a mute, 3-toed (but
otherwise perfectly humanoid) black
extraterrestrial, who lands in Harlem. As
long as he keeps his shoes on, he looks
like any other local crazry and blends
easily into life at street level

His curious
invitation for a variety of characters 1o
unload their troubles, opinions and egos
on him. Through a senes of nice and
nasty encounters he observes, and
comes 1o understand the human
experience. He finds a job and lodgings
and has just embarked on a solo
crusade against & big heroin dealer —
when the Men in Black arrive

John Sayles and David Strathaim
play the two bountyhunters with great
rebish. They are evil and implacable,
tracking the Brother down across space,
and interrogating the populace with
steely lines of ludicrous tv dialogue
They deserve a bad end, which is what
they get. and we discover what the
graffiti means. Don't miss it

PRIZZI'S HONOR

“Highly amusing melodrama about
an unlikely pair of star-crossed lovers,
directed by John Huston.”

Jack Nicholson is o middleaged
charmer called Charley Portanna, a
Malia hitman sworn by blood oath 1o
defend the honour of the Prizni Family
It's at 0 Family wedding that he first
spois lrene (Kathleen Tumer) and is
instantly smitten. Confident the attraction
is mutual, he pursues her across the
country and into a waldly romantic atfair
and whirlwind wedding

It's only after the mamiage that
Irene mentions that she too is &
hitperson, and the subject only comes
up because she has been offered a
contract on Charley. Although he has
initial problems with the concept of a
working wife, no obstacle is too big lor
true love. Which is lucky because their
first team effort is a ladnapping in which
Irene blasts a witness who tums out to
be a policeman’s wife. The wrath of City
Hall and all its Precincts comes down on
all the Families but the newlyweds have
the hostage. They use this bargaining
point, and their combined professionalism,
to shither out of the situation. But
there's still a problem with a large
amount of money lrene has stolen from
one of the Prizei casinos. They say
Sicilians love money even more than
their children and they're very fond of
their children. Unfortunately for Irene
she is a greedy Polock who forgets this,
and Charley is a man of honour. You'll
lave them both

receptive face is an*
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82 COUNTDOWN

THE BYRDS

ews from London of a fashionable revival

of interest in the Byrds, the late-60s

Californian stars, makes one wonder

about the zombie nature of rock'n’roll.
Just when you think you've finally buried an
artist, a style or a legend, it rises 10 lurch around
nfluencing” innocent young things to wear silly
SpLs

Howevee, the Byrds are worth remembering
for more than leader Roger McGulnn's glasses
Partly as pioneers of folk-rock and country-rock.
[with some vintage psychedelic excursions along
the way). And partly as a classic example of
promise wrecked by egotism. ineptitude. bad
management and mast of the other idiocies
rock'n'roll is famous for. You can hear echoes of
theit sound in acts from the Pretenders to Tom
Petty. and still see similar career stufl-ups any
day of the week

Roger McGuinn was 22 and still called himself
Jim’ in 1964, He had a familiar 50s musical
background: high-school rock'n'rofler gets caught
in the folk boom — the Limeliters, Chad Mitchel
Trio, Judy Collins — and emerges in the early 60s
looking to play something with sensitivity . . . but
oomph

At LA's famous Troubadour club he appeared
fo have found like-minded colleagues in David
Crosby and Gene Clark, a singer with the New
Christie Minstrels. ‘Hey, let's form an electric
smup — all we need is a bass player.’ Welcome,

hiris Hillman {who actually plays bluegrass
guitar not bass) and a drummer — come on
down. Michael Clarke (who has never played
anything but looks like a muso)

Recordings of these tyros were flogged in
later years as the album Preflyte” it should have
buried rather than launched. The Byrd's first
recofd success, in early ‘65, featured session
musicians (apart fom McGuinn), but established
key elements of the Byrds' approach: strong, high
harmony vocals. the jingly-jangly electric 12-string
qguitar of McGuinn, and an admiration for the
works of one Bob Dylan.

Later that year Dylan himselt would turn his
back on folk and go electric with ‘Bringing It All
Back Home'. But the Byrd's debut rendition of Mr
Tambourine Man started the folk-rock boom by
racing to the top of the charts. The album of the

JANU

same name contained three other Dylan funes,
and the followup, Turn, Turn, Turn', had two
Apart from being acquainted, Dylan and the
Byrds were on the same label, and for many
years the group had access to Dylan’s unreleased
demos

Their own material, initially written mainly by
Clark, had a distinctly Beatles flavour. In fact,
fike various other bands, the Byrds were instantly
hyped as America’s answer to the Fab Four: a
nice irony, as their publicist at the time was none
other than Derek Taylor, a long-term off-and-on
associate of the Beatles

Another strand o this tenuous association is
that the Byrds were said to be responsible for
introducing the Beatles to Ravi Shankar's music,
a connexion which led to ‘raga rock’ and George
Harrison's inexorable descent into Indian
mystical walfle, When the new Byrds' single Eight
Miles High emerged in mid 66, the flip side, Why
sounded like a long sitar solo. McGuinn and
Crosby actually held a press conference to
explain raga rock and ‘demonstrate’ the sitar

Actually, neither could have played it for love
nor money. Uniike Harrison, who painfully
acquired a rudimentary proficiency, the Byrds
simulated sitar with a good old 12-string
Rickenbacker

The ‘Fifth Dimension’ album revealed far more
of McGuinn and Crosby as writers — the former
especially scored with the 50 and the catchy.
whimsical Mr Spaceman. Gene Clark had already
had enough of stardom: after getting extremely
neurotic about airplanes, he quit early in '66.
After '67's "Younger Than Yesterday'. notable for
such tracks as 80 You Want To Be a Rock'nRoll Star,
Crosby’s epic Everyone's Been Burned and Dylan's
My Back Pages. Crosby also left. His only fear
seemed to be that none of his colleagues would
acknowledge that the sun shone out of his rear.
(His colleagues in fact fired him for bei

“impossible to work with”). Michael Clarke also
quit around the same time.

Crosby went on to play with some other truly
monstrous egos in Crosby, Still, Nash & Young,
and Roger McGuinn, now well and truly in control
of the Byrds, settled for some fop sessioneers to
flesh out the remaining trio

The result was The Notorious Byrd Brothers’,

ARY '86

widely regarded as one of 1he
most consistent albums. Mo
psychedelia and into more 1

and Wasn't Born To Follow (w!
become a haunting part of the F.J ¥
soundirack).

But McGuinn and Hillman h
ambitions, and when the Byrds
member early in 1968 to solidify
they thought they were hiring a jazz ¢

What they were really getting w
Parsons, who had many talents, but
one interest: country music. W
dreaming of ‘space rock’, Pars
over the group for the making
The Rodea’, changing their mu:
Incidently producing one of th
new hybrid, country-rock

Parsons’ ambitions soon cla
McGuinn's, and the former depar
Burrito Brothers: Hillman joined hin
when he too had a dramatic falling-out =
McGuinn. McGuinn then engaged a succe
musicians to make two fairly med
‘Dr. Byrd and Mr Hyde' and ‘The Bal
Rider’ — and stabilised the lineu
the half-live, hall-studio ‘Untitles
regard as the last decent Byrds 1

From then on it became a sa
creative indecision, dubious man
some disastrous artistic interve
long-term record producer, Terry Me

Looking back al the many petulant
the extravagent claims made lor T
inconsistent follow-through mad
easy 10 regard the Byrds as a ligh
But without being original in the
Dylan, the Beaties, Coltrane or a
mentors, they were innovators
combination: vocal harmony 5o
jangling 12-string and Hillman's
Second, the format: putting the b s
then the complexity of Eight Miles High o
country out of Nashville and int

And third, the look. The maker
square granny glasses are eternally ¢

BREG TAYLOR
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